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President’s Note
By Richard Brooks

Last month’s jam was a huge suc-
cess thanks to our very special 
guests. Attendance was the best 
we’ve seen in a while. Ten youths 

(President’s Note continues on page 2.)

In the Spotlight:
Fritz and Marge Buell
By Richard Brooks

Fritz and Marge Buell have been among SCVFA’s most 
dedicated volunteers. Their contributions were responsible 
for securing our financial future, ensuring nothing less than 
our continued existence. Fritz was our president for eight 
years, from March 1993 through May 2001. In 1993, Mary 
Larsen was the editor of the Fiddler’s Rag. When Mary 
left that post to start Fiddler Magazine, Marge became our 
newsletter editor. (Continued on page 4.)

Ph
ot

o:
 R

ic
ha

rd
 B

ro
ok

s

attended Jack Tuttle’s KidFiddle workshop. That’s the most 
in a long time! Jack also put on a fine performance with 
his sons Michael and Sullivan along with venerable banjoist 
Dave Magram.

Tom Mitchell held his CD release party at the jam, celebrat-
ing with a cake decorated with musical notes. He also per-
formed several cuts from his CD on stage with his friends. A  
photo of all seven of them can be seen on page 7. Tom and
Susannah’s close duet harmonies stimulated lots of CD pur-
chases and they generously donated 100% of the money to 
the SCVFA. We are very grateful and promise to put it to 
good use towards supporting our mission. Tom’s CD will 
continue to be available at future jams for only $10.

Featured Performer - Sidetrack

Sidetrack, a well known and respected old-time group, will 
be our Featured Performers on April 1. We are delighted to 
have them play on stage at 3:00 PM. Their talented mem-
bers include Page Brownton, Paul Clarke (current trustee 



The Fiddler’s Rag is published monthly by the Santa Clara 
Valley Fiddlers Association and is provided to members of 
the Association. The Santa Clara Valley Fiddlers Associa-
tion (SCVFA), founded in 1973 in San Jose, California, is 
a nonprofit, volunteer-operated organization dedicated to the 
preservation, teaching, and enjoyment of traditional music. 
The first membership in a household includes the Fiddler’s 
Rag; additional members sharing the newsletter are steeply 
discounted. To join the SCVFA, sign up at the jam or visit 
www.fiddlers.org/join.
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President’s Note (Continued from page 1):

and past president), Jessica Evans, and Cactus Bob Cole 
(see the photo on page 8). 

Let me know if you would like to be a Featured Performer. 
At least one person in the group must be an SCVFA mem-
ber. Performers play for 30 minutes in exchange for public-
ity and the joy of playing for all of us.

Continuing our Youth Programs

We need someone to call teachers and parents to help ensure 
adequate attendance at youth activities. Historically we’ve 
had two or three KidFiddle workshops a year. I welcome 
your ideas for other activities that youths (17 and under) 
would enjoy.
     –– Richard

Valentine’s Day Playout at the Lincoln Glen 
Manor Retirement Community

On Valentine’s Day, Bob La Beau, Anne and Phil Pflager, 
and I performed five sets at the Glen Manor Retirement 
Community in San Jose. That is three more than we usually 
provide. Also, they wanted solo performers or very small 
groups. It was great fun. We can thank Bob for performing 
solo for two of the five sets, and Anne and Phil Pflager for 
performing on the other three sets. Anne and Phil have 
been active in the SCVFA for a long time, volunteering for 
playouts as a duo for the past several years. Thanks a bunch 
to Bob La Beau and the Pflagers for helping the SCVFA and 
saving the evening for Lincoln Glen Manor on such short 
notice!
         –– Paul Clarke, Playout Coordinator
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SCVFA Happenings
2012 Roster

Thanks to those who checked their listings, or otherwise re-
ported updates.  As soon as the Trustees authorize the print-
ing expense (likely at the March 25th board meeting), we’ll 
start printing  and assembling them. We hope to have them 
available in time for the April jam; if not, then in May.

Please stop by the Membership Desk at the jam to get your 
copy. Then after a couple of jams we’ll mail out any remain-
ing rosters that haven’t been picked up.
  
Surplus PA Equipment – Last Chance

Just a reminder that we have a few pieces of PA gear we 
no longer need.  We plan to sell or otherwise dispose of the 
items, in a manner to be determined at the upcoming board 
meeting.  

No one has expressed interest in any of the items; if you’re 
interested let us know ASAP.  The items:
• Yamaha EMX650 6-channel powered mixer
• Two steel speaker stands 
• One Peavey 115H speaker (15” woofer; rated 300W pro-

gram / 150W continuous).  
     –– Pete Showman 
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The Girl I Left Behind Me 
h  ~ 100G Major

rev 1:  9/30/05  printed 10/1/05 
GirlILeftBehindMe-r1_F04.musArr. & transcription © 2005 Pete Showman

Traditional
Arr. Pete Showman

At one time or another you’ve probably run across 
some version of what’s commonly known as “The Spell 
Checker Poem.” Originally composed in 1991, its first 
official appearance was in The Journal of Irreproduc-
ible Results in 1994. Since then, it has made its way 
around the Internet under various titles, including “Spell 
Checker Blues,” “Owed to a Spelling Checker,” and 
“Spellbound.” Almost always the poem is attributed to 
Anonymous or, more playfully, “Sauce unknown.”

Spell Checker

Eye halve a spelling chequer
It came with my pea sea
It plainly marques four my revue
Miss steaks eye kin knot sea.

Eye strike a key and type a word
And weight four it two say
Weather eye am wrong oar write
It shows me strait a weigh.

As soon as a mist ache is maid
It nose bee fore two long
And eye can put the error rite
Its rare lea ever wrong.

Eye have run this poem threw it
I am shore your pleased two no
Its letter perfect awl the weigh
My chequer tolled me sew.

 
    –– Gorden Gibson 
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Fritz – a Missing Person (almost)

Fritz’s daughter knew he was interested in fiddle music and 
told him about seeing a newspaper ad about a fiddle group. 
Fritz’s first SCVFA meeting was the holiday potluck dinner 
and jam in December 1991 held at the John Muir Middle 
School, San Jose. He was welcomed by Dick Barthelmess, 
who was president between February 1988 and February 
1993. Marge expected Fritz to be home by 5 PM, but when 
he hadn’t returned by 8 PM, she was thinking about call-
ing the police about a missing person. Fritz finally returned 
home around 9 PM and must have had a great time.

Fritz Becomes SCVFA President

At Fritz’s second jam, in January 1992, Dick Barthelmess 
asked him to be a trustee. Without giving it a second thought, 
Fritz replied, “Sign me up!” Apparently the trustees didn’t 
meet during his first year. When he complained to Dick in 
early 1993 that the bylaws required them to have periodic 
meetings, Dick replied, “If you’re so worried about it, why 
don’t you take over as president.” So Fritz accepted the in-
vitation on the spot. From “Sign me up!” to “I accept,” you 
can tell that Fritz is the kind of person that gets things done 

and makes things happen. I suspect he didn’t realize he 
would be president for the next eight years. (As a historical 
aside, Pete Showman was president for six years from June 
2001 through January 2007, followed by Paul Clarke from 
February 2007 through March 2008. I became president in 
April 2008.)

Fritz’s accomplishments as president are important and 
numerous. His first and most urgent task was to make the 
SCVFA financially sound. “We had no reserves, no funds,” 
Fritz said. He initiated our “playout” system where mem-
bers perform in the community in exchange for a small pay-
ment to the SCVFA. To this day, playouts remain an impor-
tant source of income. In those days, playout participants 
included Art Deems, Howard Jackson, and Sam Morocco. 
Art is famous for his “trick” fiddling – playing his fiddle 
behind his head, under his legs, behind his back, etc. 

Enough cash reserves were eventually built up to start a 
youth scholarship program. Five hundred dollar scholar-
ships were given to deserving youths to pay for private vio-
lin / fiddle lessons. The objective was to encourage youths 
to participate at our jams and to show folks what they’d 
learned. According to Pete Showman, our scholarship 
winners included David Wolf (10/1997), Annie Staninec 
(11/1997), Joey Leonard (4/1999), Eric Hilton (10/2000), 
Rachel Rosenberg (10/2000), Sorcha Evenhouse (9/2001), 
and Aaron Kahn (4/2002). The scholarship program was 
replaced by KidFiddle workshops taught by professional 
instructors.

Fritz – the Greeter

Another role that Fritz played as president was a “greeter.” 
We should not underestimate the importance of greeting 
new members and guests to make them feel welcome. Ev-
elyn McCuistion, who until this year had been our MC for 
more than thirty years, told me how welcome Fritz made 
people feel. It was one of the reasons folks returned each 
month.

Marge said that Fritz could remember the names of tunes 
that people played and encouraged them to perform them on 
stage again. Marge said, “People felt welcome and became 
members.” Diana Fuzere, a trustee in 1993, announced that 
there were over 200 members at the time. That era of SCV-
FA’s history when Fritz was president is preserved on eight 
CDs which are available for a modest donation.

Family Histories

Fritz was born in 1929, during the depression. He and his five
sisters and one brother lived in Kalamazoo, MI. Upon grad-
uating from high school, he wanted to leave Michigan to see 

(Fritz and Marge Buell, continued from page 1.)

Fritz in the Navy, 1951
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the world. Not leaving anything to chance, he filled out applications at the post 
office to enlist in the Army, Marines, and Navy all at the same time. He joined 
the Navy because they were the first to leave. He became a naval flight engineer.

Marjorie is the youngest of four children and was born in Roscoe, IL. She moved 
to Pecatonica, IL with her family when she was four. Marge can trace her ancestry 
all the way back to the pioneers on the maiden voyage of the Mayflower from 
England. She started piano lessons at six, learned to play the pipe organ in high 
school, and continued playing part-time while attending Kalamazoo College. 
Music has been part of her life ever since.

Fritz and Marge Meet

Marge and Fritz met at a YMCA dance in Kalamazoo, Michigan, in 1953 in 
the second week after Fritz left the Navy. At the time, Marge was attending
Kalamazoo College, a private school, and working at a church. Marge was less than 
impressed with Fritz’s dancing. She complained to Fritz’s cousin, who’d brought 
him to the dance and who introduced them, that she thought Fritz was drunk.
Then she discovered the truth – that’s just the way he dances! Eventually Marge 
overcame her embarrassment at his dancing style and they were married on
October 3, 1953.

One of Fritz’s greatest claims to fame is winning the Georgia Peach Pickers dance 
contest in Memphis, Tennessee, where he was stationed while in the Navy. (That 
was before he met Marge.) The dance contest was so popular that it was even 
televised. 

Fritz Decides to Quit the Navy

Fritz would not have attended that YMCA dance where he met Marge had he not 
made a critical spur-of-the-moment decision. One day in 1953, he signed papers 
reenlisting for another six years of duty. But in a fit of anger over how he was 
mistreated by a supervisor that same day, Fritz tore up the papers he’d just signed 
and returned to Kalamazoo.

As a flight engineer in the Navy, my job was to prepare airplanes for 
the next day’s mission. One morning at 3:00 AM, I noticed a leak in 
one of the plane’s gasoline tanks. It was a very dangerous situation that 
required degassing. So being in charge, I called the fire department to 
stand by in case there was an explosion. Later that day, I reenlisted for 
another six years. But shortly after I’d signed the papers, I was unrea-
sonably reprimanded by a supervising officer for calling the fire depart-
ment at 3:00 AM. I had had enough and marched into the office where 
I’d just reenlisted. I asked to see the papers I’d just signed, and tore them 
up. It was my “I quit” moment after which I returned home to Kalama-
zoo and went to the dance where I met Marge.

Careers in Michigan and California

Beginning in 1970, Marge worked for the Breuners Home Furnishings store in 
Campbell for fourteen years and then in the personnel office at Ultratech, a manufac-
turer of stepper machines used in photolithography. One year later Ultratech ran out 
of money and laid off everyone they’d hired the year before. Marge then worked as a

(Continued on page 6.)
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15th Annual

Nevada State
Fiddle Contest
Friday and Saturday
June 15 & 16, 2012
Wells, Nevada
The Nevada State Fiddle Contest is certified by
the National Oldtime Fiddler’s Contest to be held the
following week in Weiser, Idaho.

Certify on the road

to Weiser at the 

We have multiple divisions
and new prize money this year:

$500 for Grand Champion
$300 for 2nd place  •  $150 for 3rd Place

For online registration, contest rules and judging 
information, a list of lodging and camping sites, and 
contact information, visit our website at

www.nvfiddlecontest.org

Hosted by the Wells Chamber of Commerce
PO Box 615 • Wells, Nevada 89835
(775) 752-3540
Contact Matt Holford
wellschamber@wellsnevada.com

Sponsored, in part, by

manager’s secretary at Mission College in Santa Clara, 
where she stayed until her retirement in 1996. 

From 1967 through 1980, Marge was a member of the Sweet 
Adelines, a worldwide organization of women singing in 
barbershop harmonies. Now Marge is in a choir called the 
Serendipity Choir that sings “inspirational music” for Unity 
Churches and retirement homes twice a week and more of-
ten at Christmas time.

Fritz has had many different careers. He worked in the 
tool and die shop at Checker Cab in Michigan, moved to 
California to attend Fresno Junior College, moved back to 
Michigan to attend Western Michigan University, majoring 
in chemistry. He worked as a chemist at Upjohn pharmaceu-
ticals (on enzyme chemistry), and moved back to California 
to work at United Technology Corporation (UTC) in rocket 
fuel science. Fritz quit that career when another chemist 
caused an explosion that literally destroyed the UTC build-
ing. Fortunately no one was hurt in the accident. 

Three years after moving to California, Fritz went into the 
carpentry business and then into sales. He loved being a 
scout master with his two sons. That probably contributed 
to the leadership role and people skills he needed to be ef-
fective as SCVFA’s president.

Upcoming 60th Wedding Anniversary

Fritz and Marge are proud parents and grandparents. They 
are looking forward to their 60th wedding anniversary on 
October 3, 2013.

We are very lucky to have such loyal SCVFA members. 
Thank you, Fritz and Marge Buell. 

(Fritz and Marge Buell, continued from page 5.)
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Highlights of the March Jam
Photos by Richard Brooks

Participants in the KidFiddle workshop performing on stage, left to right: Ethan, 
Doniella, Alex, Jack Tuttle, Sullivan Tuttle, Helen, Alyssa, and Sydney.

L-R: Dave Magram, Dave McAnelly, Susannah Wedgwood, Tom Mitchell, Linda Maki, Paul Indman, Randy Wiesendanger.

(Above) Our mini-concert perform-
ers, L-R: Dave Magram, Sullivan
Tuttle, Jack Tuttle, Michael Tuttle.



	  

Santa Clara Valley Fiddlers Association
P.O. Box 2666
Cupertino, CA  95015-2666

SCVFA Jam on the first Sunday of each month.
Location: Hoover Middle School, 1635 Park Ave., 
San Jose. The school is at the corner of Naglee and 
Park. Cafeteria parking is on the Naglee side.

Next Jam: Sunday, April 1, 1-5 pm
Hoover Middle School

Damaged or Missing Issue? Call us,
or email to: newsletter at scvfa.org

Sidetrack:
Featured Performers at

the April Jam

Sidetrack will perform at our April 
jam for about a half hour beginning 
at 3:00 pm. Don’t miss this show!

Page Brownton and his Sidetrack 
band mates mine the mother lode 
of mythic Americana and old 
time music, delving deeply into 
a primeval repertoire of long-
forgotten songs. Added to these are 
a compendium of haunting originals 
from Page’s songbook.
 
Members:
 Page Brownton sings lead with the occasional harmony 
and picks guitar, steel guitar and banjo. He also fronts the 
psychedelic folk band the Mojo Navigators.
 Paul Clarke plays clawhammer banjo and octave 
mandolin. He took first place in the banjo division of 

the 2006 La Grange Fiddle and Banjo Contest. He was a 
founding member of the oldtime string band Harmon’s 
Peak.
 Jessica Evans sings harmony and the occasional lead 
and plays the little Kay bass.
 The notorious Cactus Bob Cole appears on occasion to 
saw the fiddle and generally add a touch of class to the act. 
His main line is the Faux Renwahs. 


