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Celebrating 39 Years!

June 2012 (Vol. 40, Number 6)                                    Next Jam: June 3

President’s Note
By Richard Brooks

The Kitchen Help band put on a 
fine performance as our Featured 
Performer last month. That was 
some mighty fine pickin’ and 
singin’.

The ’bout Time! bluegrass band will be our Featured 
Performer on October 7. Mark your calendars. They are 
very entertaining and put on a great show.

Beginners Circle

Nancy Solomon will lead our Beginners Circle (Slow Jam). 
She plays both fiddle and ukulele.

KidFiddle Taught by Pete Hicks

Pete Hicks will teach our KidFiddle workshop for youths 17 
and under. He will teach one or more of these tunes: Boil the 
Cabbage, Liberty, and/or St. Anne’s Reel. Spread the word 
for this to continue.

Volunteers – Our Lifeblood

We need a newsletter editor. Mary Larsen has become very 
busy with other activities but she has agreed to continue for 
a little while. 

We need a secretary or a treasurer. Dinah is willing to do 
one or the other. The secretary takes minutes at meetings, 
and writes a summary for the Rag.

We need a youth fiddle contest coordinator and volunteers 
if we are going to have another contest. 

We need people with a car who can occasionally help bring 
the equipment to the jam (one mile). The jam manager is 
already assigned, but we need two cars with trunk space. 
It would only be occasionally if we have a few volunteers. 

July 1 and August 5 In The Rose Garden Park

On July 1 and August 5, the jams will be in the beautiful 
and award-winning Rose Garden Park. On July 1, we will 
be joined by the Greater Bay Area Costumers Guild. They 
will appear in 1920s to 1940s period costumes and are 
billing this event as “Fiddles and Roses.” 

It’s Your Association

Help us to continue the activities you want most. 
            –– RichardKidFiddle Workshop

at the June 3 jam!
Fiddlers 17 and under: Make plans to attend a
KidFiddle Workshop 
to be taught by Pete 
Hicks  at the June 3 
jam. The workshop 
begins at 2 pm and is 
only $5. Don’t miss 
out!



The Fiddler’s Rag is published monthly by the Santa Clara 
Valley Fiddlers Association and is provided to members of 
the Association. The Santa Clara Valley Fiddlers Associa-
tion (SCVFA), founded in 1973 in San Jose, California, is 
a nonprofit, volunteer-operated organization dedicated to the 
preservation, teaching, and enjoyment of traditional music. 
The first membership in a household includes the Fiddler’s 
Rag; additional members sharing the newsletter are steeply 
discounted. To join the SCVFA, sign up at the jam or visit 
www.fiddlers.org/join.

Officers and Chairs
President-Trustee  Richard J. Brooks
Vice President  OPEN
Treasurer  Janet Johnston
Membership  Pete Showman
Recording Secretary  Dinah Showman
Newsletter Editor Mary Larsen
Newsletter Publisher  Charlotte Prater
Webmaster  (Pete Showman, acting)
Playout Coordinator  Paul Clarke
Youth Activity Coordinator Mary Kennedy
Youth Fiddle Contest OPEN
Publicity  Tom Clausen
Trustees
 Seat 1: Pete Showman Seat 2: Gorden Gibson
 Seat 3: Paul Clarke Seat 4: Charlotte Prater
 Seat 5: Dave Williams Seat 6: Tom Clausen

Newsletter banner art by Hilary Cole

To Contact the SCVFA:
Mail:  P.O. Box 2666, Cupertino, CA 95015-2666
Email: president at fiddlers.org   Phone: (650) 328-3939
Newsletter Submissions & Comments:
Email: newsletter at fiddlers.org
Website: www.scvfa.org or www.fiddlers.org
Copyright 2012, Santa Clara Valley Fiddlers Association
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Events ~ June and Beyond
June 3, SCVFA jam and KidFiddle Workshop to be 
taught by Pete Hicks. Hoover Middle School.

July 1 and August 5, SCVFA jam in The Rose Garden 
Park, San Jose.

August 4, 8th Annual Fiddle Contest at the Redwood 
Empire Fair, Ukiah, California, 12:30 pm. Divisions: 
Pee Wee, Jr. Jr., Adult, Open, Any Instrument, Jr. Any 
Instrument, Accompanist, Twin Fiddle, and Novice. 
$200 top prize. Info: laura fiddle player at yahoo.com; 
(707) 462-FAIR; www.redwoodempirefair.com.

Hillbrook School Playout
May 21, 2012

We had a successful playout at Hillbrook School in Los 
Gatos on Monday May 21, 2012. The audience was fourth 
grade students and their families plus their teachers and 
other school emplyees. The theme was Gold Rush Day, 
covering California history up to 1900. In keeping with the 
pioneer theme all the music we played was very old, with 
two exceptions I’ll mention later.

Kate Cook, a fourth grade teacher who was our contact at 
Hillbrook School, described Gold Rush Day for me this way: 
“Students in 4th grade, who have spent the year studying 
California history, celebrated Gold Rush Day Monday.  
Gold Rush Day celebrates the students’ completion of a 
unit in fourth grade on California history. The fourth-grade 
social studies program is devoted to the study of California 
history, from the Native American period through the 19th 
century. Gold Rush Day is a favorite rite of passage at 
Hillbrook School.”

Hillbrook is an independent private school covering 
kindergarten through eighth grade, situated on fifteen acres 
in a residential area of Los Gatos. We played at lunch time 
for an outdoor program that included demonstrations of 
mid-nineteenth century domestic and agricultural crafts. 

With six musicians, our group was large enough to 
provide adequate variety and volume of sound, and small 
enough to be easily manageable. The roster included: our 
president Richard Brooks playing fiddle; Warren Campbell, 
singing and playing melodeon and mandolin; Angelina 
Cress, fourteen years old and already an accomplished 
violinist; John Durbin, playing harmony guitar; Gorden 
Gibson, playing classical guitar; and Paul Clarke, playing 
clawhammer-style five-string banjo

As we played, I explained how each tune was related to the 
pioneer era of California.

You can view the entire set list at www.scvfa.org/
playouts/20120521-setlist.html. The last two numbers 
were late additions, decided upon during the performance.  
Angelina surprised all of us (except probably her mom) 
with a lovely solo performance of the Kate Wolf song 
“The Redtail Hawk,” borrowing John Durbin’s guitar to 
accompany herself. At the end of our set we had just enough 
time to play Ragtime Annie, the only other tune we played 
that is less than a hundred years old.

This was a very enjoyable event for both musicians and 
listeners.
          –– Paul Clarke, Playout Coordinator

[Please see the back page for a photo of the event.]
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June Apple
Transcribed by Jody Stecher as played by Benton Flippen. Tempo: about 132-138.

Alternate 
measure:

(Reprinted from Fiddler Magazine, Winter ’08/’09 issue.)

SCVFA Meeting Notes
Trustees met on May 20, 2012, and took the following 
actions:

• Thanked Trustee Tom Clausen for agreeing to be publicity 
chairman.

• Approved the purchase of a storage shelving unit for the 
storage locker.

• Approved reimbursement of Charlotte Prater’s expenses 
for printer and repairs.

• Discussed the electronic distribution of the newsletter and 
membership renewals.

• Agreed to mail remaining member directories after the 
next jam.

• Agreed that July is the deadline to find volunteers in order 
to have a Youth Fiddle Contest.

• Have placed the old, unneeded P.A. equipment for sale on 
consignment at Guitar Showcase.

•  Set July 15 as the next tentative trustee meeting date.

              –– Dinah Showman, Secretary
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Footprints in the Snow
By Wayne Erbsen, © 2012

One of the classic Bill Monroe songs of all time is 
“Footprints in the Snow.” Despite the fact that Bill claimed 
authorship under the pseudonym Rupert Jones, the song 
was much older. According to Neil Rosenberg, Bill learned 
it in the early 1930s when he was at the National Barn 
Dance in Chicago. The song was first recorded on June 4, 
1931 by Ernest Branch & the West Virginia Ramblers under 
the title “Little Footprints.” With the help of my old friend 
Guthrie Meade, I have managed to track down the origin of 
“Footprints in the Snow.” The author of this English music 
hall song was one Harry Wright, who composed it in about 
1880 under the title “Footmarks in the Snow.” Here are the 
original lyrics:

Some lovers like the summer time when they can stroll about
Spooning in the meadows may be grand without a doubt
But give me the winter time, for the girl I have made mine
Was captured while the snow was on the ground.

I traced her little footmarks in the snow,
I traced her little footmarks in the snow.
I bless that winter’s day when Nelly lost her way
And I traced her little footmarks in the snow.

I called to see the girl I love one winter’s afternoon,
That she had gone out walking they informed me very soon,
They said she’d strolled away, but where they could not say,
So I started off to find her in the snow.

I saw her little footprint just outside the cottage door,
I traced it down a country lane, I traced it to the moor,
I found she’d lost her way, there she stood in blank dismay,
Not knowing where to steer for in the snow. 

I called her, she saw me, and as we were walking home,
She promised me that never more without me would she
    roam,
I’m happy now for life, for her I’ve made my wife,
Whose footmarks I traced plainly in the snow.

Bill Monroe first recorded “Footprints in the Snow” on 
February 13, 1945 at the Castle Studios in Nashville, 
Tennessee. Besides Monroe on lead vocal and mandolin, 
the band included Tex Willis on guitar, Chubby Wise on 
fiddle, David Akeman (“Stringbean”) on banjo, Wilene 
“Sally Ann” Forrester on accordion, and Bill Westbrook 
on bass. In 1952, Monroe went back into the studio and 
recorded “Footprints in the Snow” again. This time his 
band included Jimmy Martin on guitar, Ernie Newton on 
bass, fourteen year old Sonny Osborne on banjo and Charlie 
Cline on fiddle.

Speaking about Charlie Cline reminds me of a hilarious 
story I just read in Tom A. Adler’s new book entitled Bean 
Blossom. Apparently, Charlie was fond of pulling pranks. 
Besides being a brilliant and versatile musician, Charlie 
excelled at snoring really loud. One time in the early 1950s, 
members of the Bluegrass Boys were all sleeping in one 
of the little cabins at Bean Blossom. Charlie’s loud snoring 
was keeping everyone awake, so they all decided to play a 
prank on Charlie. As Charlie snored away, Gordon Terry, 
Red Taylor and possibly Edd Mayfield picked up the cot 
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Footprints in the Snow, continued

that Charlie was sleeping on and carried it outside. They then locked the door to 
keep Charlie from getting back in. It was in the fall, so there was a fire burning 
in the woodstove in the cabin. Charlie found a burlap sack, climbed on the roof, 
and stuffed the sack down in the stovepipe. As the cabin filled with smoke, the 
coughing musicians rushed outside. When they did, Charlie ran inside the cabin 
and locked the door!

[Wayne Erbsen has been teaching banjo, fiddle, guitar and mandolin since 
dinosaurs roamed the earth (really almost fifty years). Originally from California, 
Wayne has made Asheville, North Carolina his home since the early ‘seventies. He 
has written thirty songbooks and instructions books for banjo, fiddle, guitar and 
mandolin. Portions of this article appeared in Wayne’s book, The Rural Roots of 
Bluegrass. Check out Wayne’s web site at http://www.nativeground.com/ or email 
or call for a FREE catalog: (828)299-7031 or banjo[at]nativeground.com.]
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Highlights of the May Jam

Beginners Circle with Lee Anne Welch.
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Kitchen Help, the Featured Performers at the May jam.  L-R: Tom Cooper, Gail Reese, Jennifer Kitchen, Alex Mayers.
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May Jam Photos, continued
Photos by Richard Brooks

Top right: Tom Clausen and Bob Palasek.

Below top: Mike Schwartz, Arthur Kee, Sam Morocco, Dave 
Magram, Norio Kawato.

Below center: Tom Clausen, Pete Showman, Pat Cooksey, Mike 
Bell, and George Bradshaw.

Below bottom: Mike Bell, Mike Maurier, Jonathan Horne, Dan 
Wadleigh, and George Bradshaw.



	  

Santa Clara Valley Fiddlers Association
P.O. Box 2666
Cupertino, CA  95015-2666

SCVFA Jam on the first Sunday of each month.
Location: Hoover Middle School, 1635 Park Ave., 
San Jose. The school is at the corner of Naglee and 
Park. Cafeteria parking is on the Naglee side.

Next Jam: Sunday, June 3, 1-5 pm
Hoover Middle School

Damaged or Missing Issue? Call us,
or email to: newsletter at scvfa.org

Ph
ot

o:
 K

at
hy

 C
re

ss

Students at Hillbrook School in Los Gatos enjoyed an SCVFA playout on May 21. Musicians, left to right:
Gorden Gibson, Warren Campbell, Angelina Cress, Paul Clarke, Richard Brooks, John Durbin.


