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President’s Note
By Richard Brooks

Many thanks to everyone who joined
us for the July 1 jam in the Rose 
Garden Park and to those who par-
ticipated in the playout for the Greater Bay Area Costum-
ers Guild. Their 1920s to 1940s period costumes were just 
great. The turnout was fantastic and the weather was perfect.

It was a real treat having several groups of talented musi-
cians each demonstrating the diversity of our organization. 
Paul Clarke, our playout coordinator, did a superb job of 
organizing this event. His article about it is on page 5. 

Pictures Anyone?

If you have a photo of me playing with Sam Morocco, Chip 
Curry, and Jim Dinkey, please email it to me. I’d like to ask 
others to take photos that we can put in the Rag.

Newsletter Editor Needed

Mary Larsen, who became our newsletter editor in Decem-
ber 2011, has decided to step down to make time for other 
activities. She has done a wonderful job and I will certain-
ly miss her professional and artistic touch. Mary was our 
newsletter editor in 1993, and left to start Fiddler Magazine, 
which is now distributed internationally. Mary was the cov-
er story of our April 2009 issue when Chip Curry was editor.

August 5 Jam in the Park

Our August 5 jam will again be in the beautiful and award-
winning Rose Garden Park. The Beginners’ Circle is done 
on an ad-hoc basis. If you want to lead it, let me know. 
There is a large selection of tunes on our website in the
“Beginners’ Page.”

Youth Fiddle Contest and KidFiddle Workshops

If someone agrees to be the contest chairperson, then we 
will have another Youth Fiddle Contest. Mary Kennedy is 
now our youth activity coordinator. If she finds a profes-
sional music instructor to teach a KidFiddle workshop on 
October 7, then it will happen. Stay tuned…

Members of the Greater Bay Area Costumers Guild relax at 
the July jam.  Photo: Richard Brooks.

(President’s Note continues on page 2.)



The Fiddler’s Rag is published monthly by the Santa Clara 
Valley Fiddlers Association and is provided to members of 
the Association. The Santa Clara Valley Fiddlers Associa-
tion (SCVFA), founded in 1973 in San Jose, California, is 
a nonprofit, volunteer-operated organization dedicated to the 
preservation, teaching, and enjoyment of traditional music. 
The first membership in a household includes the Fiddler’s 
Rag; additional members sharing the newsletter are steeply 
discounted. To join the SCVFA, sign up at the jam or visit 
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President’s Note (Continued from page 1):

Tapping Your Brains

There’s a lot of talent in this organization. I would like each 
of you to email me your ideas for accomplishing the fol-
lowing goals: 

1)  Attracting youths
2)  Attracting new attendees
3)  Retaining current members
4)  Increasing publicity (community awareness).

With your help, we can become even stronger. 

     –– Richard

Missouri Fiddling
A workshop for fiddlers by Marc Rennard

Thursday, August 16, 7-9 pm, Saratoga

Cost: $45 per person
Class size is limited, address and directions sent upon reser-
vation confirmation
Sign up by writing to chipcurry at earthlink.net or call (408)  
356-XXXX

The workshop will feature:
• An introduction to Midwestern fiddlers, tunes, and tech-

niques
• Performance of several tunes which characterize the mu-

sic (recording devices welcome)
• Teaching of representative tunes of this region at various 

degrees of challenge
• Coaching of attendees as to how to bring spirit and life to 

these tunes
• Distribution of printed sheet music and discography

Marc Rennard is a lifetime fiddler. His fiddling has an in-
ventive brilliance as well as an understanding of deep tradi-
tion. Marc once said, “A fiddle tune on a sheet of music is 
only the hint of the actual tune—like a finger pointing to a 
distant town.” He has been Arizona State Fiddle Champion, 
invited performer at the Clifftop West Virginia Old Time 
Festival, performer on the Grand Ole Opry, and fiddler 
with Summerdog (Tucson, Arizona), Unidentified Fiddling
Objects, The Geyer Street Sheiks, The Flying Mules, The 
Ill-Mo Boys (all St. Louis, Missouri). Marc now works re-
pairing stringed instruments at the Geoffrey J. Seitz violin 
shop in St. Louis, while performing numerous festivals, 
dances and workshops around the U.S. 
_______________________________________________

A Benefit for the
Young at Heart Project

Saturday, August 18, 3:30-7 pm, Saratoga

The Young at Heart Project aims to provide the magic and 
therapeutic benefits of live music to senior communities 
confined by age and infirmity in residences throughout the 
Bay Area. Featured performers: Steve Kritzer, Chip Curry, 
Marc Rennard. This concert will include a silent auction, 
door prizes, drinks, and hors d’oeuvres. Suggested dona-
tion: $50. Contact Chip Curry for more information: (408) 
356-XXXX; chipcurry at earthlink.net
     –– Chip Curry

(More events on page 4!)

August Events
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SCVFA Happenings
Dulcimers Galore

Two chances to play your mountain dulcimer, or try one out: at the August 5th 
jam in the Rose Garden Park or August 18 at Redwood Dulcimer Day (see page 
4 for details).

We’ll return to Hoover School for the jam on September 2nd.

       –– Pete Showman
_______________________________________________________________

Meeting Notes
Trustees met on July 15, 2012, and took the following actions:

• Appointed Mary Kennedy as youth programs coordinator.
• Authorized funding for a Youth Fiddle Contest in November, contingent on 

finding a contest chairman by mid-August.
• Authorized holding a KidFiddle class at the October jam, contingent on find-

ing an instructor.
• Thanked Paul Clarke for organizing the successful playout at the Rose Garden 

Park.
• Briefly discussed a report by Pete Showman about issues and options for man-

aging member renewal notifications with electronic newsletter distribution. A 
small task force will consider these issues in more detail.

• Pete has mailed the remaining member directories that were not distributed at 
recent jams. Membership report showed that we have 164 member households 
(250 individual members).

• Began a discussion of ideas on how to attract youth, attract new jam attendees, 
retain current members, and increase publicity and community awareness for 
SCVFA.  Trustees welcome hearing your ideas.

• Discussed progress in posting back issues of the newsletter on the SCVFA 
website.  Pete reviewed the changes he is making to them before posting, to 
remove people’s personal contact information.  All 12 issues for 2011 are now 
posted.

•  Set September 23 as the tentative next trustee meeting date.

      –– Dinah Showman, Secretary

Dinah Showman and Janet Johnston at the “door” of the July jam. 

Ph
ot

o:
 G

or
de

n 
G

ib
so

n



Page 4                Fiddler’s Rag – August 2012

Fun with the
Mountain Dulcimer

Free workshop led by
Peter Tommerup at the

August 5 SCVFA jam, 3 pm.

• Would you like to play an instru-
ment, but haven’t found one that 
is “user-friendly” enough?

• Do you have a mountain dulcimer, 
but haven’t learned to play it?

• Would you like to be able to play 
along with family or friends?

The mountain dulcimer is an unusual-
ly easy and inviting instrument to play. 
Almost anyone can make beautiful 
and satisfying sounds on it in a matter 
of minutes. But, with practice, you can 
also take it to lofty heights and use it to 
play almost any kind of music.

This type of “fretted lap zither” origi-
nated in medieval Germany, spread 
throughout Europe, and evolved into 
a variety of shapes in the Appalachian 
Mountains, and eventually settled into 
the familiar “hourglass” or “teardrop” 
shapes. Over the last fifty years, there 
has been an energetic “dulcimer re-
vival” in the US, which has led to an

Peter Tommerup

Redwood Dulcimer Day
Saturday, August 18, Aptos, CA

• Make Musical Magic, even if you’ve never played a Moun-
tain Dulcimer or other instrument before.
• Advance your Musical Skills and take your playing to lofty 
new heights! 
• Immerse Yourself in learning about and playing the moun-
tain dulcimer in a variety of workshops on Saturday. 
• Enjoy our Faculty Concert on Saturday evening.

The mountain dulcimer is a sweet-sounding traditional Ameri-
can musical instrument that evolved in the Appalachian Moun-
tains. Unlike many instruments, it can provide a beginner or 
casual player with a quick, very accessible and enjoyable mu-
sical outlet to play for their own enjoyment or with family and 
friends. On the other hand, someone who’s inspired to put in 
the time and effort to master it will be richly rewarded with a 
versatile instrument and a satisfying musical experience!  
• Beginning through advanced musical instruction by world-
class workshop leaders

• Supportive and fun atmosphere to help you enjoy your learn-
ing and make tangible progress on the dulcimer. 
• Even if you don’t own a mountain dulcimer, come anyway: 
we’ll lend you an instrument to get you started. And if you 
already play, come prepared to make some musical leaps! 

Workshop leaders for 2012 include Aaron O’Rourke, 2010 
Dulcimer National Champion; Neal Hellman, nationally-rec-
ognized recording artist; Peter Tommerup, dulcimer perform-
er, instructor and RDD co-founder; D.J. Hamouris, dulcimer 
performer and instructor; and Ron Beardslee, Director of RDD 
and instructor.

Peter Tommerup will play in the RDD Saturday evening faculty 
concert and will likely be joined by Paul Clarke and Art Friedman.

Location: Aptos Community Methodist Church, 221 Thun-
derbird Drive, Aptos, CA 95003. Doors for workshops open at 
9:00 AM with the faculty concert starting at 7:30 PM. Fee for 
workshop: $45 (adv.) or $55 (at door). Concert: $15 (at door). 
For more information, email Ron Beardslee: mtndulcimer at 
att.net  or see www.redwooddulcimerday.com.

NOTE: I would appreciate it if you 
could rsvp to say you’re coming, and 
to let me know if you would like to 
borrow a loaner dulcimer (so I can 
be sure to have enough hand outs 
and loaners at the workshop). RSVP:  
p tommerup, at juno.com

About Peter Tommerup: Peter has 
been playing, teaching, performing, 
and writing about the mountain dul-
cimer for nearly forty years. He has 
taught at the Swananoa Gathering 
and other week long dulcimer camps, 
festivals, and through community col-
leges, adult education programs, and 
Gryphon Stringed Instruments. He 
currently plays the dulcimer for con-
tra dances with the band “Peak Nou-
veau,” for French concerts and dances 
with “Les Campagnards,” and leads an 
Irish session at O’Flaherty’s Irish Pub 
in San Jose. Peter studied the music of 
Appalachia and Ireland, along with the 
dulcimer’s traditions, while complet-
ing his Ph.D. in Folklore and Mythol-
ogy at UCLA.

For samples of Peter’s mountain dul-
cimer (and hammered dulcimer) play-
ing, check out the videos on his dul-
cimer web page. Five of these seven 
videos feature mountain dulcimer: 
http://tinyurl.com/PTommerupVideos 

explosion of new tunings, new repertoire, 
and a variety of virtuosic playing styles. One 
local hotbed of dulcimer revival activity has 
been the Santa Cruz Mountains.

Come to this workshop and learn the basics 
you need to get started making music on the 
dulcimer! Bring your mountain dulcimer, or 
borrow a loaner instrument (I’ll have several 
on hand). I’ll provide some handouts with 
basic playing information and some begin-
ning tunes.
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Fiddles and Roses
By Paul Clarke

The Greater Bay Area Costumers Guild (GBACG) made 
“Fiddles and Roses” the title of their July 1st picnic event, 
because it happened in San Jose’s Rose Garden Park the 
day of our jam in the park, and because we were asked to 
play music for them. This was a unique opportunity for me 
to organize a playout, because there would be a huge pool 
of talent present.

Instead of signing up every individual available to play and 
then creating a list of tunes to perform, I invited people to 
participate in small groups of their own construction, leaving 
it to each group to choose their short set of tunes. The result 
was that we had six groups, each playing a set averaging 
a bit over ten minutes. We had tighter performances than 
usual from groups accustomed to playing together, and a 
better representation of the diversity of styles present in our 
organization. Here are the sets in the order of performance:

• Phil and Anne Pflager, a duo that has plenty of 
opportunities to practice together. In fact Phil told me 
they will soon celebrate their fiftieth wedding anniversary.  
Congratulations, Anne and Phil!
• Chip Curry and Dave Magram, who sometimes perform 
together as The Banjo Brothers (so much alike only their 
mother can tell them apart).
• Richard Brooks and friends. Our president was accom-

Pete Showman, a past president of SCVFA and a stalwart 
participant in our playout events. This group, which included 
me and the same Gary from the previous set, included a 
number of old time music enthusiasts.

I should mention a number of other folks, but am unable 
to remember everyone deserving of mention. People in one 
group often blended into others, to good effect.  I wasn’t able 
to stay and hear every number but I did catch Steve Kirtley 
singing “Pig in a Pen” with harmony sung by Chip Curry.  
Sam Morocco may have played in most of the sets. George 
Bradshaw and young Angelina Cress joined in on guitar and 
fiddle, respectively, sometime during Gary’s involvement.  
I apologize to everyone whom I failed to mention. You 
can see as much of the roster as I am able to remember 
on our website at http://www.scvfa.org/playouts/20120701-
musicians.html.

The Costumers Guild folks seemed to enjoy the music as 
much as we enjoyed playing for them. One of the women 
in the audience, noticing Sam’s frequent appearance, asked 
if Sam has iron fingers. As should be expected, my wife 
Lee managed to get some of the audience up and dancing, 
especially the kids. It was altogether a very enjoyable 
afternoon, with fine weather and lots of good cheer among 
the audience and the musicians alike.

Gary Brietbard and Jena Rauti with George,
Sam (hidden), and Paul. Photo: Richard Brooks.

panied on his jazz, swing, and 
bluegrass fiddle tunes by Chip
Curry, Sam Morocco, Steve Kirtley, 
and Jim Dinkey.
• Tom Mitchell and friends. As 
most of us know by now, Tom has a 
CD out, produced by member Paul 
Indman. The friends included most 
of the folks heard on the recordings, 
including Paul Indman, Susannah 
Wedgwood, Dave McAnelly, Dave 
Magram, and Sam Morocco.
• Gary Breitbard and fiends. I 
know, there’s an “r” missing from 
“friends,” but Gary has a good 
sense of humor and his sense of 
playfulness does border on the 
fiendish in a quite entertaining way.
• Peter, Paul, and Gary, with 
others. The name of this set was 
an obvious contrivance which will 
be understood by anyone over 
forty years old, and a good many 
others.  Peter in this case was really 



Left: Phil and Anne Pflager. 
Photo: Gorden Gibson.

Left: Tom Mitchell and friends. 
Photo: Richard Brooks

More Scenes from the July Rose Garden Jam
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Right: Members of the Greater Bay
Area Costumers Guild show off their

outfits at the July Rose Garden Park jam. 
Photo: Richard Brooks.
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In the Studio #45:
Archiving Old Tapes

By Joe Weed

I recently helped archive some old California fiddlers’ mu-
sic from the 1970s. Many of you still remember one of the 
fiddlers, long-time Santa Cruz resident Virg Evans, who 
was California State Champion Fiddler three times in the 
’70s. Because the process of transcribing old analog reel-
to-reel tapes to digital is something that some of you may 
do to preserve family mementos, I’ll share a little about that 
process and give a few pointers.

On the level

It’s important to record at a good volume level when you’re 
working in the digital world. If a digital recording goes 
“over the top” and exceeds the maximum allowable vol-
ume, then the system responds with an ugly thud, and the 
music that was too loud won’t be recorded. This is very dif-
ferent from the analog recorders of the past, where there 
was some distortion, but the music might still be heard. So 
it’s best to set up your system so that nothing on the tape 
you are saving will go over “0 dB” in the digital system. 
You can use a test tape to do this, or, if you don’t have one, 
set your input and output controls so that the loudest notes 
on the loudest piece on the tape are showing up as -6 or -10 
dB on your digital recorder. Once you’ve archived a com-
plete tape (both sides), it’s very fast and easy in the digital 
world to bring the volume levels up to the maximum.

Gone forever

One important caveat when working with old analog tapes 
is that they can be destroyed simply by playing them. (Yes, 
even once!) It turns out that much recording tape manufac-
tured in the 1970’s and 80’s used an unstable chemical to 
glue the magnetic oxide onto the acetate or polyester tape 
base. When an untreated tape from this era is played, the ox-
ide (which contains the music or speech that was recorded 
on the tape) flakes off and deposits itself on the tape heads, 
guides and lifters. The way to prevent this from happening 
is by “baking the tape.” The tape is heated up gently and 
evenly to 130 degrees for about four hours, the glue is re-
constituted, and any stored water vapor is evaporated. After 
it cools, the tape can be played again without fear of the 
oxide flaking off. At my studio we use a Nesco “American 
Harvest” food dehydrator and jerky maker for tape baking. 
It can hold our large 10 1/2-inch tape reels, as well as the
7 1/2-inch size that home consumers typically have.
Cassettes and DAT tapes also fit inside. It has an easily

adjustable, well-marked thermostat, and a fan forces the 
warm air gently over the tape. Let the tape cool for as long 
as you baked it before you work with it.

Labeling 

I frequently find that old materials aren’t properly labeled. 
Sometimes just the boxes were labeled, but the contents 
weren’t. If things get switched by unwitting hands, then un-
expected results can follow. Label your audio files properly, 
and make sure you burn them onto disk as well as keeping 
them on hard drive. 

I’ll be happy to write more about this topic next month if 
there is interest in the fiddle club.

[Joe Weed records acoustic music at his Highland Studios 
near Los Gatos, California. He has released six albums 
of his own, produced many projects for independent art-
ists and labels, and does sound tracks for film, TV and mu-
seums. He recently produced “Pa’s Fiddle,” a collection 
of 19th-century American music played by “Pa” Charles
Ingalls, father of Laura Ingalls Wilder, the author of the 
“Little House on the Prairie” book series. Reach Joe by call-
ing (408) 353-3353, by email at joe@highlandpublishing.
com, or by visiting joeweed.com.]



Santa Clara Valley Fiddlers Association
P.O. Box 2666
Cupertino, CA  95015-2666

SCVFA Jam on the first Sunday of each month.
Location: The August jam will be held at San Jose’s
Rose Garden Park.

Next Jam: Sunday, August 5, 1-5 pm
NOTE: Rose Garden Park, San Jose

Damaged or Missing Issue? Call us,
or email to: newsletter at scvfa.org

Left to right: George Bradshaw, Sam Morocco, Gary Breitbard, Angelina Cress, Jena Rauti, Pete Showman,
and Paul Clarke. One of the many great performances at the July Rose Garden jam.
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