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President’s Note 
February marks the end of 

our 50th anniversary and 

the beginning of SCVFA’s 

51st year. Back by popular 

demand – we’ll have cake 

to celebrate! 
 
February is also election 
time and SCVFA’s Annual 

General Meeting. We need all members to participate in 
the process. It is necessary for SCVFA to have a quorum 
of 10% (between 16 & 17 members) of the membership. 
Good news. If you are not already a member, you may join 
at the jam and vote on the same day.  
 
Unfortunately, I will not be at the February jam, so I am 
taking this opportunity to give my thanks to so many of 
you who have contributed to our success. Last year, I 
planned to step down from the presidency. Instead, we 
added a working Vice-president, Caleb Gum, who led the 
board meetings until he moved east. Ray Chen took over 
the vice-presidency for the remainder of the term then took 
on the additional job of Newsletter Editor. Both Caleb and 
Ray have done excellent work for SCVFA and took on the 
duties that gave me the most gray hair.   
 
February marks my 8th year as president. As much as I 
love this organization and everyone in it, I must move on. 
I will remain in the current backseat role until the board is 
able to appoint another president with good leadership 
skills.  
 
As president, I took on three other jobs: promotions, 
playouts, and the website, which I plan to continue. 
Promoting the organization has brought in many new 
musicians and lowered the mean age of our membership, 
which was desperately needed to keep the organization 
healthy. We need volunteers to share in these other duties. 
Picking up even one task will lighten the load. 
 
We continue to look for a volunteer for Membership Chair 
and Treasurer. Pete and Dinah Showman have given their 
time over many years and now need volunteers to take over 
their duties. Thank you, Pete and Dinah, for all your hard 
work. 
 

I want to personally thank our entire SCVFA board and 
officers:  Ray Chen, Leslie Wu, Cliff Riggs, Zakkai 
Melamed, Michelle Tan, Caleb Gum, Danny 
“Hootenanny” Clark (newly appointed), Dinah Showman, 
Pete Showman, Jessica Ollmann, and Matt Mathis. I 
appreciate your time and dedication to SCVFA. 
 
Thank you, Sharon McCorkell, for leading our Slow Jam 
every month. You have introduced many people to the joys 
of playing music together.  
 
Another big thanks goes out to all members who 
participate in our ‘Playouts’.  In exchange for the fun of 
performing, these folks have collected donations that offset 
our regular expenses. Thank you, Bert & Anne Raphael,  
Vic & Barb Corsiglia, Jessica Ollmann, Cliff Riggs, Liz & 
John Alsop, Ray Chen & family, Patti Bossert, Ed Archer, 
Ann Whitesell, Paul Clarke, Gary Breitbard, Mike 
Johnson, Ken Yale, Shoshana Coplan, Pete Showman, 
Michelle Tan, George Bradshaw, Sara Rigler, Sharon 
McCorkell and me. 
 
Many members lend a hand every month with the many 
small jobs that it takes to run the jam. You know who you 
are and I sincerely hope you know that you are appreciated. 
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Annual General Meeting!! 

Our Annual General Meeting & Election will be held on 

Feb 4th at the regular SCVFA jam. Please attend and vote! 

We need a quorum for the meeting and Trustee elections 

so your attendance is very important!  The meeting will 

start at 2:45 pm after the Slow Jam.  See Page 8 of the 

January Rag for the Trustee candidate statements for Ray 

Chen (Seat 5) and Cliff Riggs (Seat 6). 

http://www.fiddlers.org/
https://www.fiddlers.org/newsletters/
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A special thanks goes to Matt Mathis, our sound guy, 
webmaster, and right arm to me, your president. 
 
The bluegrass jam has resurged since Robert Cornelius has 
been leading every month. He is bringing new energy and 
some excellent talent to the jams. His excitement for 
SCVFA does not stop here. Robert talks up the SCVFA 
jam everywhere he goes.  He is compensated for his time 
at SCVFA, but puts in much time each month talking up 
the organization and recruiting other good players. 
 
The best way to promote our monthly jam is word of 
mouth. Let your friends, coworkers and family know what 
a treasure this group is. This is where people play music 
together and build lasting friendships. The open mic is here 
so you may share musically and develop confidence when 
performing. Many bands have been born here. Invite your 
non-musician friends to come and listen.  
 
As always, thank you for being  part of SCVFA, a 
community of people who love to make music together. 
Your continuing support of SCVFA is keeping  traditional 
music alive.      ---Susan 

 

 

 

 

 

SCVFA Website Update 
By Matt Mathis 
 
We launched the new website last month which caused a 
bit of excitement.   Although most of the content is cleaner 
and easier to manage, the online renewal process did not 
fare so well.  We are in the process of tweaking some of 
the internal organization, and adjusting the join and renew 
process. 
 
The biggest change is to make gathering information a 
two-part process when creating a new account instead of 
gathering it all at once like the old website did.  We 
launched with the new website gathering everything at 
once but that turned out to be very fragile and caused 
issues. 
 
The two-part process works much better with the 
membership management plugin used by the new website.  
When creating the new account, we want the new website 
to ask for just the absolutely required information up front.  
After the account is created, you can then edit your profile 
at any time to add or change additional information such 
as other family members, alternate addresses, and in the 
future musical interests, skill level and availability for 
teaching and volunteering. 
 
Please be patient as we work through the remaining issues 
and add more functionality. 
 
Thank you. 

- Matt Mathis, sound engineer and web administrator 

Volunteer REALLY Needed for Treasurer Position!! 

Responsibilities and time commitments include: 

• Approximately 8 hours per month 
• Attend (remote) Board Meetings every other month (2 hours) 
• 4 government form filings / year 
• Excel experience helpful 
• Detail-oriented personality helpful 
• No prior experience necessary - Dinah Showman will train and mentor you as needed! 

 
Dinah has been our Treasurer for years and she thinks it’s time for her to step away. SCVFA is LEGALLY 
REQUIRED to have a Treasurer. Please contact Susan at president [at] fiddlers.org or Ray at vp [at] fiddlers.org if 
you think you might be interested or know someone who might be interested.  Help keep SCVFA and traditional 
music going by volunteering!  We really need someone to step up, folks.  Please help! 
 
 

January Slow Jam 

Performing Opportunities 

We have numerous opportunities throughout the year. 

For more info visit: https://www.fiddlers.org/open-band 
 

Upcoming SCVFA Performances: 
 

Feb 25th – Oakridge Farmers Market, San Jose. 

    9 am – noon, Winfield Blvd & Thornridge Dr. 

https://www.fiddlers.org/open-band/
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The Fiddler’s Rag is published monthly by the Santa Clara Valley Fiddlers 

Association and is provided to members of the Association. The Santa Clara Valley 

Fiddlers Association (SCVFA), founded in 1973 in San Jose, California, is a 

nonprofit, volunteer-operated organization dedicated to the preservation, teaching, 

and enjoyment of traditional music. The first membership in a household includes 

the Fiddler’s Rag; additional members sharing the newsletter are steeply 

discounted. To join, sign up at the jam or see www.fiddlers.org/join-the-scvfa/ . 

Officers and Chairs 

President-Trustee  .........  Susan Goodis News Editor  .........................  Ray Chen 

Vice President  ..................... Ray Chen Newsletter Publisher  ............  Leslie Wu 

Recording Secretary  .  Jessica Ollmann Performances ..................  Susan Goodis  

Treasurer  ..................  Dinah Showman Publicity  .........................  Susan Goodis  

Membership Secretary   Pete Showman Webmaster  ........................  Matt Mathis 

Trustees 
Seat 1: Zakkai Melamed Seat 3: Leslie Wu Seat 5: Ray Chen 

Seat 2: Michelle Tan  Seat 4: Danny Clark Seat 6: Cliff Riggs 

To Contact the SCVFA: 
Mail:  P.O. Box 2666, Cupertino, CA 95015-2666 

Email to Susan Goodis:  president [at] fiddlers.org 

Ray Chen:  vp [at] fiddlers.org    

Newsletter Submissions & Comments: newsletter [at] fiddlers.org 

Address changes: membership [at] fiddlers.org 

Website:  www.fiddlers.org 

Copyright 2023, Santa Clara Valley Fiddlers Association 

The Santa Clara Valley Fiddlers Association is a non-profit member-

supported organization. 
 

Donations to SCVFA are greatly appreciated and will assist in keeping 

traditional music alive by passing it on to the next generation. 
 

Many local corporations offer matched donations for non-

profits.   Check with your employer... they may offer this benefit. 

You can easily add SCVFA as a 501(c)(3) organization;  

our EIN is 51-0196154 
 

Donate as you are able and traditional music will reap the benefits. 

--------------- 

SCVFA wants musicians to know that we are “not 

just for fiddlers”.  The image to the right side of 

the Fiddler’s Rag name on page 1 includes a 

mandolin, a banjo, a guitar and a fiddle, to 

illustrate the diversity of instruments played at our 

jams and events. 

 

  

 

Quote of the Month 
It’s horrible for someone to listen to someone learning any instrument – when I 
was first learning the banjo, I used to have to go and sit in the car, and even in 
the summertime I’d have to roll up the windows.  Because you just couldn’t 

practice a banjo or fiddle with other people around.  Unless they’re being paid.   

--- Steve Martin 

 

about:blank
about:blank
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SCVFA Happenings 
 

 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  

First Sunday Jam: February 4th 1:00 to 5:00 pm at 

Hoover Middle School.  Suggested donation:  $5.00 – 

more or less as you are able. Click here to donate online. 

 

Open Mic:  1-2:30, 3:30 – 4:30 pm 

Intermediate Bluegrass Jam: 1:30 – 5:00 pm led 

by Robert Cornelius. 

Annual Members Meeting:  2:45 pm 

Slow jam: 1:30-2:30 pm – Tunes are available on 

our SCVFA website. 

“AFTERS” Join us at The Pasta Market, San Jose 

Market Center, 579 Coleman Avenue, San Jose  

3rd Sunday Jam: February 18th, 1-3 pm 

Mitchell Park, 600 E. Meadow Ave., Palo Alto 

SCVFA Mission Statement 
 

Santa Clara Valley Fiddlers Association 

(SCVFA) preserves traditional music genres 

that feature fiddle and other acoustic 

instruments.  SCVFA takes pride in ‘passing 

it on’ to musicians and listeners of all ages 

and abilities. 
 

Diversity Statement 
 

SCVFA believes that our mission is fundamentally 

improved by diversity and inclusion.  SCVFA is at all 

times committed to providing an open, safe, and 

welcoming environment for all our members and 

guests.  We celebrate the varied abilities, ethnicities, 

sexualities, ages, gender identities, religions and 

cultural backgrounds of our community, and do not 

tolerate discrimination based upon these differences. 

Walker Creek Music Camp - registration opens Feb 2. 
 
FREE February Zoom Fiddle Practice Sessions with 
Tricia Spencer – 9-10 am every Sat, 6-7 pm every 
Thurs. Email lawrencefiddler [at] gmail.com for details. 
 

Virtual Lark Music Camp – Feb 2-4. Eight Zoom 

workshops (12:30 pm start), two jam sessions per 

evening.  https://www.larkcamp.org/virtual-lark/ 

 

Kathy Kallick Band & The Gryphon Trio – Feb 3.  

Jamming at 5:30 pm, concert seating at 6:30 pm, concert 

at 7 pm.  Unitarian Universalist Church of Palo Alto.  

505 East Charleston Rd, Palo Alto. www.rba.org  

 

Chad & Jasper Manning host Bluegrass and Beyond 

with Laurie Lewis, Mark Schatz and Jessie Fichman – 

Feb 8, 8 – 10 pm.  Kensington Circus Pub,  389 Colusa 

Avenue, Kensington. 
 
Väsen and Hawktail (with Bay Area born fiddler 

Brittany Haas) – The Freight and Salvage, Berkeley.  

Feb 14 and 15, 8 pm concert. Feb 15, 2-4 pm workshop. 
 

 

January Board Meeting Highlights: 

 By Jessica Ollmann, Secretary 
 
Officers shared reports online for email discussion ahead of 
the meeting.  Membership is slightly down but the January 
jam was well attended with many first timers, quite a few 
younger players, and some professional bluegrass players. 

The new website is online.  There are some expected 
teething problems but the online payments / donations form 
that broke on the old website now works on the new 
website.  Matt Mathis is working with New Skye Hosting 
to resolve the remaining issues. 

SCVFA has had five playouts since the last board meeting. 
These promote our organization and bring in funds. 

Danny Hootenanny Clark is our newest trustee and brings a 
wealth of experience, connections and enthusiasm for 
SCVFA. 

We really need a volunteer to take over as treasurer. Our 
current treasurer, Dinah Showman, will be presenting an 
outline of her role to the Trustees. 

The Trustees voted to continue paying leaders for the 
bluegrass and slow jams. 

The Trustees voted to continue our Meetup subscription as 
it attracts some interest. It would be good to know how 
new jam attendees learned about SCVFA. 

A discussion of SCVFA’s goals and community impact 
generated lots of discussion. While our primary concern is 
supporting players, outreach to the larger community is 
also of value.  More discussion on this topic will happen at 
the next meeting. 

Next meeting date:  March 6th, 2024. 

http://www.fiddlers.org/donate
https://www.fiddlers.org/slow-jam-tunes/
https://sanjose.pastamarket.com/
https://www.larkcamp.org/virtual-lark/
http://www.rba.org/
https://kensingtoncircuspub.com/
https://thefreight.org/
https://secure.thefreight.org/13492/hawktail-and-vasen-0214
https://secure.thefreight.org/13607/an-afternoon-with-vasen-and-hawktail
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Lyrics in (Old) Songs 

By Pete Showman 

I’ve always thought of rhyming schemes in songs as 

pretty simple:  making the last word(s) of either adjacent 

lines or slightly separated lines rhyme.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

But as I’ve tried to learn lyrics to some tunes from the 

‘20s, ‘30s and ‘40s, I’ve found that many went beyond 

that simple scheme, using a form of alliteration in which 

two or three or more words in many of the lines also 

rhyme.  Here’s an example, old enough to apparently be 

in Public Domain (generally, any song from 1927 or 

earlier): 

Five Foot Two 
Chorus only; lyrics by Sam Lewis and Ray Young (1925) 

Five foot two, eyes of blue, but oh, what those five foot could do, 

Has any-body seen my gal?     (boo boo boo bi doo) 

Turned-up nose, turned down hose, flapper, yes sir, one of those, 

Has any-body seen my gal? 

Now if you run in-to a five-foot-two, covered with fur;  

Diamond rings and all those things, bet your life it isn’t her!  But 

Could she love, could she woo; could she, could she, could she coo? 

Has any-body seen my gal?   

SCVFA Mission and Goals 

By Ray Chen  

The mission of the SCVFA is to help preserve 

traditional music that features fiddle and other 

acoustic instruments.  At the last Board meeting, we 

talked about that statement.  What does it mean to us? 

In the past, I’m sure this was so clear that it didn’t need 

to be talked about.  But we have a lot of Board 

members that have joined relatively recently so it 

seemed like a good idea to make sure we were all on 

the same page. 

One thought that came up was supporting performing  

versus supporting the players.  These aren’t mutually 

exclusive:  we could try to focus on both but they are 

different.  The first spreads awareness of the music 

(outreach) by bringing it to those who don’t play it.  

The second supports people who play it or aspire to 

play it.  Both seem like good ways to try to preserve 

traditional music. 

After some discussion, the Board concluded that while 

outreach is important, our first priority should be 

supporting the players.  There are many venues and 

organizations in the area that promote traditional 

music 

 

 

music concerts.  There are far fewer opportunities for 

aspiring players in the area to play music with others 

and to stretch their skills, especially beginner and 

intermediate players. 

The Board felt that supporting those who play music 

seems like the most important use of our resources and 

the Board further concluded that we want to pay 

particular attention to supporting players at all levels. 

Beginning and intermediate players often don’t have 

as many opportunities as advanced players.  SCVFA 

can help fill that gap. 

This doesn’t mean we will stop doing non-income-

generating playouts or that we think that non-players 

aren’t important.  This just means that as we 

periodically look at what the organization does and 

think about what it should do, we want to make sure 

we focus on supporting the players. 

What does supporting the players mean to you?  What 

can we do better?  What new things should we try to 

do? 

Let us know!  Send your thoughts to newsletter [at] 

fiddlers.org or talk to me or any Board member at the 

jam! 
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February Jam Pictures 
By Ray Chen 
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Have you ever performed or wished to perform in public? All musicians of all levels 
are invited to join our playouts (outside performances) in the safety of a group. 
These performances are fundraisers for SCVFA and they are fun! Participate in as 
many or few as you are able. Each time you play, you will see your skill level climb 
another notch. Our next playouts are: 
 

• Oakridge Farmers Market - San Jose 2/25/2024 
• Morgan Hill Farmers Market - 6/15/2024 

 
Build lasting friendships while sharing our gift of music. Email me to receive 
notifications of playouts: performances [at] fiddlers.org 

Two Bar Hot Licks in G, 
C, and D for Fiddle 

 
From Danny “Hootenanny” Clark 
– this fiddle video featuring Justin 
Branum covers some of the basic 
bluegrass fiddle licks in various 
keys.  Justin has a series of 
instructional videos and is a 
frequent staff fiddler on the Grand 
Ole Opry. 
 
https://youtu.be/N6G9Bap6G_M?
feature=shared 
 
 

https://youtu.be/N6G9Bap6G_M?feature=shared
https://youtu.be/N6G9Bap6G_M?feature=shared
https://youtu.be/N6G9Bap6G_M?feature=shared


   
    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Damaged or Missing Issue?  Call us, 

or email to: newsletter [at] fiddlers.org 

Next Jam:   
Sunday February 4th     

1-5 pm at Hoover Middle School 
See Map on the left and other info on pages 1 and 3 

 
Santa Clara 

Valley 
Fiddlers 
Association 

P.O. Box 2666 
Cupertino, CA 

95015-2666 

SCVFA 
P.O.Box 2666 
Cupertino, CA 95015-2666 

SCVFA Jam usually on the first Sunday of each month.   

Location:  Hoover Middle School, 1474 Naglee Ave.,  

San Jose.  The school is at the corner of Naglee and Park.  

Cafeteria parking is on the Naglee side. 


