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VP’s Note 
 By Ray Chen 
 

Hello, SCVFA!!  I hope you’re 
enjoying the summer.  Just a 
reminder:  the next jam will be 
at the Rose Garden!  We’ll be 
back at Hoover in October.  I’ll 

be late to the July jam (if I make it at all), out of 
town in August, and I may not be able to make the 
September jam either.  So if I don’t see you before 
then, I look forward to seeing you back at Hoover.  
And please take pictures and send them in to 
newsletter [at] fiddlers.org!! 
 
Also, Susan will have to cancel the Champs Farmers 
Market playout on July 21 if more people don’t sign 
up to play!  It goes from 9 am to 1 pm. Please contact 
her (president [at] fiddlers.org) if you can play for 
even part of the time!  SCVFA needs your support! 
 
The June jam went very well.  We were lucky to have 
one of the best bass players in the Bay Area 
bluegrass scene join the bluegrass jam – Ryan 
Triolo.  Thank you, Ryan!  Thanks also to Danny 
“Hootenanny” Clark for running the slow jam.  
People looked like they were having a good time. 
 
We tried starting up the old-time jam inside as it’s 
nice for the people working the sign-up desk to have 
something to listen to.   Small jams kept starting up 
inside though so we wound up having it outside as 
usual.  And the bluegrass jam got so big that some 
people broke off to form their own smaller jams.   
 
It’s great to have small and big jams. It’s easy to 
start a small jam – just ask a couple people if they 
want go somewhere else and play. Small jams aren’t 
for everyone but small jams can be tighter, more 
intimate, more musical, and just flat-out more fun 
than the big jams.  The tunes can crash and burn 
more easily, too, but that’s part of the fun!  
 
If you run across a small jam, please wait to be 
invited or ask if you can join and don’t be offended if 
they don’t invite you or say no.  The jammers might 
want a specific mix of instruments, be a band that 
feels lucky to have everyone there, or just want to 
enjoy what they have.  Adding another player can 
really change a small jam. My rule of thumb for 

small jams is to ask myself if I can add something to 
the music.  If the music is fine without me, I’m happy 
to hang out and listen instead. 
 
I also taught “Chinquapin Hunting,” the tune I’ve 
been learning and writing about, at the end of the 
jam.  The Board got feedback the last time I taught 
a tune that they didn’t know a workshop was on the 
schedule.  We realized people could use a place 
where they could see the jam program and other 
important information so we bought a small 
whiteboard with a stand that we placed at the 
entrance to the cafeteria.  That and having the 
workshop towards the end of the jam instead of the 
beginning seemed to work well.  So the whiteboard 
will be a permanent fixture at the Hoover jams and 
we’ll see if we can do some kind of workshop a few 
times year. 
 
Speaking of improvements, membership renewals 
on the website are better.  In addition to fixing some 
issues with automatic renewals, if you click on the 
“Renewal” button, you can now renew your 
membership manually any time you want for as 
many years as you want.  Give it a try!! 
 
Thanks everyone for your patience and play on!! 
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Future Playouts / Performances 

We have numerous opportunities throughout the year. 

For more info visit: https://www.fiddlers.org/open-band 
 

July 9th – Widows and Widowers, 7:30 – 8:30 pm         

Los Altos Lutheran Church, El Monte Ave  

July 12th – Mountain Market, Summit Rd,  2 – 6 pm 

July 21st – Champs Market - Volunteers needed!!! 

      Princeton Plaza,  San Jose, 9 am – 1 pm 

                    

http://www.fiddlers.org/
https://www.fiddlers.org/open-band/
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Donations to SCVFA are greatly appreciated and will assist in 

keeping traditional music alive by passing it on to the next 

generation. 
 

Many local corporations offer matched donations for non-

profits.   Check with your employer... they may offer this benefit. 

You can easily add SCVFA as a 501(c)(3) organization;  

our EIN is 51-0196154 
 

Donate as you are able  

and traditional music will reap the benefits. 

--------------- 

SCVFA was originally founded to support 

fiddling but supports and welcomes musicians 

other than fiddlers.  The image to the right side 

of the Fiddler’s Rag name on the first page 

includes a mandolin, a banjo, a guitar and a 

fiddle, to illustrate the diversity of instruments 

played at our jams and events. 
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SCVFA Happenings 
 

 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
First Sunday Jam: July 7th 1:00 to 5:00 pm   

at the Municipal Rose Garden Park,             

1649 Naglee Ave. at Garden Dr. in San Jose. 
 

1:30 – 2:30: Slow jam - learning by ear is 

encouraged since traditional music is an 

aural tradition.  Developing your ear does 

take time, but it is a worthwhile skill.  If 

you need a little help, tunes are available 

on our SCVFA website.  

1:00 – 5:00: Jamming – Bluegrass, Old 

Time, Americana, Scandinavian, Celtic.  

“AFTERS” Join us at Five Guys              

1205 The Alameda, San Jose. 

3rd Sunday Jam: March 21st, 1-3 pm          

Mitchell Park, 600 East Meadow Dr, Palo Alto 

SCVFA Mission Statement 
 

Santa Clara Valley Fiddlers Association 

(SCVFA) preserves traditional music genres 

that feature fiddle and other acoustic 

instruments.  SCVFA takes pride in ‘passing 

it on’ to musicians and listeners of all ages 

and abilities. 
 

Diversity Statement 
 

SCVFA believes that our mission is fundamentally 

improved by diversity and inclusion.  SCVFA is at all 

times committed to providing an open, safe, and 

welcoming environment for all our members and 

guests.  We celebrate the varied abilities, ethnicities, 

sexualities, ages, gender identities, religions and 

cultural backgrounds of our community, and do not 

tolerate discrimination based upon these differences. 

Good Old-Fashioned Bluegrass Festival: 

August 8 – 11.  San Benito County Park, Tres 

Pinos (south of Hollister). 

San Francisco Free Folk Festival:  July 13  

Golden Gate Park, SF, FREE Event !! 

California Coast Music Camp: July 13-19, July 

20-26, Monterey County 

West Marin Fiddle Camp, July 14-20 (camping 

sold out), Commonweal Garden, Bolinas, CA 

Golden Old-Time Campout:  August 22 - 25.  

Camp Russian River, Guerneville. Tickets on sale! 

Berkeley Old-Time Music Convention: 

September 18-22.  Tickets on sale! 

Adventures with the Traveling 
Troubadour – Father’s Day Festival 
Edition 
By Danny “Hootenanny” Clark 
 

The annual Father’s Day Bluegrass and Old Time 

Festival (FDF) took place this past June in the 

picturesque setting of the Nevada County 

Fairgrounds in beautiful Grass Valley, CA. The 

California Bluegrass Association (CBA) has been 

producing this festival since the mid-1970s. 
 

The first time I attended a festival in Grass 

Valley was back in 1989. I was just a toddler and 

was that young kid who had a fiddle in his hands 

that was dead set on using it as an audible 

musical weapon, much to the chagrin of everyone 

within hearing distance of my parents’ campsite. 

I finally returned to Grass Valley as an adult and 

unlike my toddler years I was booked to perform 

on stage with The Angel City Bluegrass Boys and 

with Dark Hollow. Now everyone in the audience 
 

had to put up with my fiddle playing, twice! This year 

I was not performing with any bands and was able to 

spend most of my time playing host in our campsite 

and jamming 24/7. 
 

The culture of campground picking is alive and 

thriving at FDF and it all starts with the Summer 

Music Camp. This year attendees of the Summer 

Music Camp had the opportunity to take multiple 

classes and workshops with the goal of increasing the 

ability to play music and jam with friends. The 

Summer Music Camp is for advanced-beginners and 

intermediate players who want to improve their 

instrumental or vocal skills and work on jamming with 

others. Courses included instruction in a wide variety 

of classes such as Old Time Fiddle and Banjo, Square 

Dance Calling, Vocal Harmony, Clawhammer Banjo 

and additional courses in the main instruments often 

heard in bluegrass and old-time music. 

 

This year I opted to stay at the festival for six days and  

(continued on next page) 
 

https://www.fiddlers.org/slow-jam-tunes/
https://ncbs.us/events/gof/
https://sffolkfest.org/
https://www.musiccamp.org/
https://www.westmarinfiddlecamp.com/
https://californiabluegrass.org/cbaevent/golden-old-time-campout/
https://www.berkeleyoldtimemusic.org/
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camped in an area that is known for all-day and all-

night jamming. It was very typical to see and hear 

multiple jams taking place within 100 feet of my 

site. It’s impossible to count the number of pickers 

that attend this festival. As an educated guess I 

would estimate that at any given moment there 

were between 20-50 different jams happening 24 

hours a day throughout the duration of the entire 

week. Every night I was at the festival I was up 

until 3 a.m. playing and singing music with old and 

new friends. Then as soon as the morning sun hit 

the tent, it was back to jamming at 8 a.m.   

 

If watching bands is more of your jam, you are in 

luck. CBA hosts three different stages of music from 

Thursday – Sunday. Festival headliners on the 

main stage included Alison Brown, Sister Sadie, 

Danny Paisley & The Southern Grass, Lonesome 

River Band, The Horsenecks, Country Gongbang 

(from Korea), Paul Brown and Terri McMurray and 

dozens of others. In addition to the main stage there 

is also the Vern’s Stage and the Pioneer Stage 

where attendees had the opportunity to see and 

hear local and regional acts such as Solid Gold 

Stranger, Caltucky, The Clinton Davis String Band, 

Salty Sally and many more.  

 

One of my favorite aspects of this festival is all the 

secondary and tertiary activities and programs that 

take place throughout the campground. On 

Saturday at midnight if you wander over near the 

permanent campground restrooms you will be 

greeted with a plethora of banjos, fiddlers and 

square dance callers putting on The Midnight 

Square Dance.  A perennial favorite is the late-night 

hotdog stand because we all know it takes extra fuel 

to power you through a 3 a.m. jam session!  I 

recently started performing with a local bluegrass 

band called Bay Area Special and we all took 

advantage of the recording truck services at the 

festival. The recording truck is exactly what it 

sounds like, a truck filled to the brim with audio 

engineering and recording technology. We showed 

up with songs prepared and in just two hours we 

walked away with the satisfaction of knowing that 

we had multiple live tracks recorded, and all for 

free.  
 

With the Father’s Day Festival now squarely in my 

review mirror I am now focused on my next musical 

camping adventure and that is the Northern 

California Bluegrass Society’s Good Old Fashioned 

Bluegrass Festival taking place August 8-11 in Tres 

Pinos, CA, just south of Hollister. This event is 

hosted at the superlative San Benito County 

Historical Park and features dozens of local bands 

and ample amounts of campground picking. Come 

on out, say hello, sit a spell, and let’s pick! 

(see more pictures on page 8!) 

Jamming at Grass Valley - The 2024 CBA Father's Day Festival (Danny Clark / CBA) 
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June Pictures 
By Pete Showman and Ray Chen 

Danny leading the Slow Jam 

Ray teaching "Chinquapin Hunting" 

A small jam tucked away inside 

Singing at the Bluegrass Jam! 

Caleb was back (with Sam) at the Old-Time Jam! 
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An Old-Time Fiddler at Grass Valley 
By Ray Chen 

 
This was my second year at Grass Valley – also 
known as the California Bluegrass Association’s 
(CBA) yearly Father’s Day Festival.  My wife and I 
only went for two days because my father-in-law 
had his 88th birthday celebration and we couldn’t 
get back in time to make the entire festival.  Last 
year, my band, The Corn Likkers, played on Vern’s 
Stage.  It was our first big concert gig (very different 
from playing for dances!) so we spent a lot of our 
time rehearsing.  I was too tired to jam at night so 
while we had a great time, I didn’t feel like I got to 
know the camp.  Neither year was your typical 
festival experience but I think I’ve learned enough 
now to get a feel for what Grass Valley is like and 
what I want to do next year. 
 
We arrived at the festival campground Saturday 
afternoon.  We’re not young anymore and we don’t 
have an RV or trailer with nice beds so we rented a 
nearby Airbnb with nice beds, bathrooms and air-
conditioning (!).  We spent a fair amount of time 
driving slowly around the entire campground 
scoping things out.  One thing we noticed was that 
the campground was packed tight.  Tents and cars 
were jammed right next to each other with very 
little space in between.  The trailers and RVs in the 
areas with hookups had more room but not much. 
Coming in late, the campground was really full but 
there were some decent spaces open due to people 
who left earlier in the day. Friday night is probably 
when the campground is the fullest. 
 
Driving around the campsite, we ran into our own 
Danny “Hootenanny” Clark who had a campsite 
with a nice canopy set up for jamming.  He told us 
most of the old-time players congregate in an area 
known as “Old-Time Hill” which we found behind 
the big parking lot near the entrance to the festival 
grounds proper. 
 
There are old-time campers and jams elsewhere 
though.  We walked around that night and ran into 
Tom Sauber’s campsite not that far away from 
Danny’s tent.  There was a small jam and a lot more 
people listening and hanging out.  We couldn’t stay 
long though because we were on a mission to bring 
something to our daughter that she’d forgotten at 
the house.  We found her nearby (thanks to location 
sharing with Google maps) jamming with folks 
she’d met last year.  They were playing Round Peak 
tunes so, of course, I joined in on fiddle and my wife 
swapped in and out with the other bass players. 
 
Round Peak is a really syncopated, high-energy 
style from the area of Mt. Airy, North Carolina that 
my family and I have grown to love.  We don’t run 
into much of it in California so it’s a treat to meet 

people on the West Coast who play it. We spent the 
next two hours playing D tunes (tunes in the key of 
D) and except for one waltz, I don’t think anyone led 
a single tune that wasn’t Round Peak. People sang 
with a lot of the tunes that had lyrics and I joined 
in when I could.  It felt like being back in North 
Carolina except it wasn’t hot and humid!  My only 
regret is that I forgot that Saturday night was the 
night to really blow it out so I didn’t stay out longer.  
Next year, I won’t make that mistake again! 
 
Sunday was a totally different experience.  We got 
to the campgrounds a bit after noon and found that 
many people had already left and there was 
basically no jamming to be found.  So, we went into 
the festival grounds, grabbed lunch and spent a 
pleasant afternoon listening to the performers 
instead. 
 
I honestly never thought I’d ever go to Grass Valley.  
It’s a bluegrass festival, after all. I only play old-
time (way fewer keys to learn!) and I don’t really 
listen to bluegrass (heresy, I know).  But there’s old-
time jamming at Grass Valley, they’re booking some 
top old-time performers, and I saw quite a few of the 
top Bay Area old-time players at the festival last 
year and this year.  I’m told that CBA is trying to 
focus more on old-time so hopefully next year will 
be even more fun for old-time lovers. And ok, I 
sometimes enjoy listening to good bluegrass and 
you’ll certainly find that at Grass Valley! 
 
Next year, my wife and I think we want to be there 
for the entire festival.  We’ll stay at a house but also 
set up a campsite so we’ll have a place to host jams 
if we want. If space gets really tight, we’ll leave the 
car in the big parking lot near Old-Time Hill.  Only 
campers and performers can get to that lot so even 
if the campground gets completely full, there’s a 
place to park your car. 
 
If my bandmates can make it, hopefully we’ll be 
performing, too.  You can perform at Vern’s Stage 
every other year (unless you’re a Youth Band – they 
can play every year) and if you’re selected to play, 
in addition to getting paid, every band member get 
passes to the festival so it’s a great way to get into 
the festival for free!!  If you’re interested, the Vern’s 
Stage information can be found here.  To audition, 
you have to submit a video (cell phone or tablet 
video is fine) of the band playing 3 tunes and if 
you’re selected, you play a 35-minute set.  The 
application deadline is usually November 1 so you 
have time to prepare if you want to give it a try. Or 
if you just want to jam and are fine skipping the 
concerts (and most of the food vendors), you can buy 
the less expensive campground-only “Picker’s Pass.” 
 
Whatever you decide to do, it’s great fun and I hope 
to see you there next year!! 

https://californiabluegrass.org/cbaevent/fathers-day-festival/verns-stage/
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Spotlight on “Hollow Poplar”   by Ray Chen 

 
Rather than just splat tunes on a page, I thought it would be fun to use the space to explore a tune a little.   
 
This time we’ll look at Hollow Poplar.  Searching through the internet turned up, what to my ear, sounds 
like a number of different versions or families of similar versions.  One is from Marion Sumner.   The second 
is like what Rhys Jones or Paul David Kirk play.  Both seems much like what Fiddlin’ Arthur Smith and 
Bob Walters played long ago. The third would be what’s in the Portland Collection – taught in this video 
with the sheet music.  Pete’s sheet music above is based on but not identical to the Portland Collection 
version.  The fourth is like what Joseph Decosimo and Mary-Jane Epps play (pictured below). 
 
The Marion Sumner variants seem to be the most “notey.”  The Decosimo / Epps versions are the least notey 
and have a distinctive high part.  The others (including this one from the Foggy Mountain Boys) seem in 
between – notey like Sumner (but not quite as notey) and high points reminiscent of the high part in the 
Decosimo / Epps versions. 
 
As usual in old-time, none of 
these versions are “wrong” and 
in your travels and searches, 
I’m sure you’ll find other 
versions – pick the one you like 
best to learn.  (I play the 
Decosimo version which is 
close to but not identical to 
what Mary-Jane Epps plays.) 
 
Or if you feel adventurous, mix 
and match the parts.  Or learn 
more than one version!  
 
As usual in old-time, be careful 
at a jam with people you don’t 
know.  Listen to what’s being 
led and try to adjust your 
playing to fit in and support 
the music as best you can! 

https://juneappalrecordings.bandcamp.com/track/hollow-poplar
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IrLQQaCr7cM
https://youtu.be/iaANavZ4TSQ?si=F3JpxsQsvge3rNOP
https://www.slippery-hill.com/content/hollow-poplar-0
https://www.slippery-hill.com/content/hollow-poplar
https://youtu.be/KzUNcTAH0vk?si=i036pE_M9gPrzfiC
https://youtu.be/IEJM0oahIac?si=_ZSqcqs4LDRyNnj9
https://youtu.be/ofYXFLcrQp4?si=7K-ARIolpuwzdjTD
https://youtu.be/IEJM0oahIac?si=4-xGlqKJGEetvhPP


   
    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Damaged or Missing Issue?  Call us, 

or email to: newsletter [at] fiddlers.org 

Next Jam:   
Sunday July 7th     

1-5 pm at Rose Garden Park 
See Map on the left and other info on pages 1 and 3 

 
Santa Clara 

Valley 
Fiddlers 
Association 

P.O. Box 2666 
Cupertino, CA 

95015-2666 

SCVFA 
P.O.Box 2666 
Cupertino, CA 95015-2666 

Directions to  
San Jose Municipal  
Rose Garden Park 

 

Nighttime Jamming!! 

Innovative Cooling - a truck pool!! 

The Main Stage 
 

 Scenes from “Grass Valley” 
(2024 CBA Father’s Day Festival) 

 
All pictures by Danny Clark / CBA 

Used by permission 


