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Holiday Potluck!!! 
By Ray Chen 
 

Hello, SCVFA!  So a funny 
thing happened on the way to 
the jam.  Cliff Riggs, our new 
Membership Secretary, Board 
Member, bass player extra-

ordinaire, and all-around great guy, forgot that it 
was his turn to be jam manager.  Oops. 
 
We eventually figured this out       . Cliff went around 
collecting money later, and we wound up collecting 
what we think is about as much as we normally get.  
(Not having someone at the front desk also meant 
we didn’t get an accurate count of how many people 
came, so it’s hard to be sure.) 
 
I want to thank people for giving.  No one on the 
Board is a fan of hitting our members up for money, 
but we need money to pay for renting Hoover.  So 
thank you!! 
 
However, not having anything set up was an 
interesting, if unintentional experiment.  We’ve 
been thinking about how to manage the front desk 
now that Dinah has stepped down, and this jam 
made the situation very concrete.  If nothing else, we 
got a chance to see the worst-case scenario where no 
one was at the front desk.  We’ve talked about 
asking people to volunteer to take shifts, but that’s 
a big ask.  People come to the monthly jam to play! 
 
After discussing this at the most recent Board 
Meeting, the Board has decided that if we can get 
enough money without having to have someone at 
the front desk, we’ll do it.  We’re going to try out 
some different things at the next few jams.  Once we 
figure out what works best, we’ll stick with that. 
 
Those of you who were at the jam may have noticed 
that I was huddled off on my own with Sharon 
McCorkell and my wife, Lauren. We were going over 
tunes because the Palo Alto contra dance organizers 
asked me if The Corn Likkers could play one of their 
November dances.  Normally, I would have said no 
because both our kids were out of town which meant 
playing without a guitar or banjo.  Then I found out 
the dance was only a few weeks away, and they still 
didn’t have a band!  Luckily, Sharon was available 

to fill in on guitar.  She didn’t know our tunes, 
though, so we had to use the jam as a practice 
session.  Now that the dance is done with (it went 
well and Sharon was great!), I hope to be more social 
at the next jam! 
 
Speaking of the next jam, I want to remind everyone 
that the next jam is Thanksgiving Sunday. (I’m told 
this happens once every 7 years.)  I hope you’ll be 
able to make it.  We thought about moving it so more 
people who were out of town for Thanksgiving could 
make it, but we asked a number of members about 
their plans and concluded that moving it would 
probably do more harm than good.  There was a 
conflicting jam (Castro Valley), plus people expect 
our jam to be on the 1st Sunday and plan accordingly. 
 
The next jam is also our traditional Holiday Potluck!  
If you can, please bring something to share or give 
us a little extra ($5 suggested) to cover the cost of 
the turkey, ham, and drinks!  If you can’t, please 
come anyway.  Your company and community are 
your contributions, and we are grateful for both! 
 
Last year, we ran low on drinks, so we’ll have more 
this year.  We were also quite heavy on desserts, so 
if some of you wanted to bring some kind of side dish 
instead of dessert, that would be appreciated.  (Now 
watch us barely have any desserts!       ) 
 
I hope everyone has a Happy Thanksgiving and a 
wonderful Holiday Season!! 
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Future Playouts / Performances 

We have numerous opportunities throughout the year. 

For more info visit: https://www.fiddlers.org/open-band 
 

Dec 6th – Santa Clara Railroad Museum, 6-8:30 pm 

Dec 16th – Sunny View Retirement Community, 

Cupertino, 1:30-2:30 pm 
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