
 
 

Future Playouts / Performances 

We have numerous opportunities throughout the year. 

For more info visit: https://www.fiddlers.org/open-band 
 

Jan 9th – Belmont Village Senior Living, Los Gatos     

3 – 4 pm 

Jan 12th – Mountain View Farmers Market, 9 – 1 pm 

Feb 23rd – Oak Ridge Farmers Market, 9 – 1 pm 
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VP’s Note 
 By Ray Chen 
 

Happy New Year, SCVFA!!! 
 
The December jam and the 
Holiday Potluck were a 
success, even though we had 

fewer people than usual.  (The first Sunday fell on 
the Sunday of Thanksgiving weekend, so many 
people were traveling.)  There was plenty of food, 
and the weather cooperated so we had the Slow Jam, 
Old-Time jam and Bluegrass jams outside until it 
was time for the potluck to start.  We had the sound 
system set up, so after some time to let people eat 
and socialize, three groups played.  Against The 
Grain, with Susan, Sharon, Ann, and Patti did a six 
tune set first.  My son, Elijah, came, so Lauren, 
Elijah, and I took a turn as the trio form of The Corn 
Likkers.  Robert Cornelius then led the Bluegrass 
Jam in a rollicking on-stage jam set to finish out the 
afternoon!  I was really impressed by the 
bluegrassers.  I thought they sounded terrific and 
that every soloist played wonderfully!! 
 
The Annual Meeting is coming up in February and 
we have some business to tee up. 
 
Danny “Hootenanny” Clark’s term on the Board is 
ending and he’s agreed to stay on (thank you, 
Danny!) so he’s up for re-election.  In accordance 
with our bylaws, you’ll find his candidate statement 
in this issue.  He’s running unopposed but the 
membership will have the chance to confirm (elect) 
him or not at the Annual Meeting in February. 
 
Electing Trustees is a normal part of Annual 
Meeting business.  What’s unusual is this time, the 
Board of Trustees has a set of bylaws changes that 
we’d like the membership to approve. 
 
The changes are intended to update the bylaws to 
align with how technology, banks, and California 
law has changed.  SCVFA was founded over 50 years 
ago, incorporated as a California non-profit 49 years 
ago, and the first set of bylaws was written and 
approved in accordance with California law in 1975.  
Things have changed a bit since then and we need 
to change our bylaws to reflect that! 

The article on pages 4-5 summarizes the changes 
and the full version of the bylaws can be found on 
our website here. 
 
It seems early to think about summer but 
registration will be open for some of the biggest and 
best old-time music camps soon. To help you make 
your summer plans more musical, you’ll find a 
roundup of some of the best camps and festivals on 
page 7.  There are dates, locations, and links to the 
websites.  If any of our members have attended and 
written about their experience, you’ll find links to 
the newsletter with their writeups, too, to give you 
a better idea of what to expect! 
 
I also want to thank the folks who played in the 
SCVFA playouts (see page 8) over the holiday 
season.  Playouts are not only a great way to help 
SCVFA raise money and stress-test your playing a 
bit, they’re also a wonderful way to give back to the 
community –  especially the senior center playouts! 
 
Finally, I want to thank you for your support and 
participation!!  I think that SCVFA is a welcoming 
and supportive community for musicians and you 
are the reason why.  I look forward to a new year 
with more of the same! 
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The Fiddler’s Rag is published monthly by the Santa Clara Valley Fiddlers Association 
and is provided to members of the Association. The Santa Clara Valley Fiddlers 

Association (SCVFA), founded in 1973 in San Jose, California, is a nonprofit, volunteer-

operated organization dedicated to the preservation, teaching, and enjoyment of traditional 

music. Membership includes electronic delivery of the Fiddler’s Rag. 

To join, sign up at the jam or see www.fiddlers.org/join-the-scvfa 
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Seat 2: Michelle Tan  Seat 4: Danny Clark Seat 6: Cliff Riggs 

 

Newsletter Reviewers:    Pete Showman, Dinah Showman, Vicki Parrish, Susan Goodis 

To Contact the SCVFA: (Note NEW mailing address!!) 

Mail:  SCVFA, 211 Hope Street, Unit 390235, Mountain View, CA 94039-0235  

Email to Susan Goodis:  president [at] fiddlers.org 

Ray Chen:  vp [at] fiddlers.org    

Newsletter Submissions & Comments: newsletter [at] fiddlers.org 

Address changes: membership [at] fiddlers.org 

Website:  www.fiddlers.org 

Copyright 2025, Santa Clara Valley Fiddlers Association 

The Santa Clara Valley Fiddlers Association is a non-profit member-

supported organization. 
 

Donations to SCVFA are greatly appreciated and will assist in 

keeping traditional music alive by passing it on to the next 

generation. 
 

Many local corporations offer matched donations for non-

profits.   Check with your employer... they may offer this benefit. 

You can easily add SCVFA as a 501(c)(3) organization;  

our EIN is 51-0196154 
 

Donate as you are able  

and traditional music will reap the benefits. 

--------------- 

SCVFA was founded in 1973 to support fiddling 

but supports and welcomes musicians other than 

fiddlers.  The image to the right side of the 

Fiddler’s Rag name on the first page includes a 

mandolin, a banjo, a guitar and a fiddle, to 

illustrate the diversity of instruments played at 

our jams and events. 
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SCVFA Happenings 
 

 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  

Candidate Statement - Danny 
By Danny “Hootenanny” Clark 
 
When I was born, my father made sure there was no music playing in the hospital 
and no music playing in the car on the way home. My mother then walked me over 
the threshold to the house, while my father played the 78rpm record of Flatt & 
Scruggs performing the banjo masterpiece “Foggy Mountain Breakdown”. Growing 
up, my parents made sure music was a very influential part of my life. At the age of 
seven, I started taking fiddle lessons and by the age of ten, I was sitting in with my 
father’s band. 
 
Upon graduating from high school, I attended East Tennessee State University in 
Johnson City and participated in their Bluegrass, Old-Time, and Roots Music 
Program. After graduating college, I moved to Owensboro, KY and became the 
Marketing Director for the Bluegrass Music Hall of Fame and Museum. I have been 
professionally involved in the live music entertainment industry for over fifteen years 
and have focused my career on creating events that bring communities closer 
together.  I have produced festivals, conferences, concert series, camps, workshops, 
and culturally specific community programming. 
 

First Sunday Jam: January 5th 1 to 5 pm at 

Hoover Middle School.  Suggested donation:  

$5.00 – more or less as you are able. Click here 

to donate online. 

 

Old-Time Jam:  1(ish) – 5 pm 

Intermediate Bluegrass Jam: 1:30 – 5:00 

pm   led by Robert Cornelius. 

Slow jam: 1:30-2:30 pm – Tunes are 

available on our SCVFA website. 

“AFTERS” – Join us at Con Tan Thanh 

905 S Bascom Ave, San Jose 

3rd Sunday Jam: January 19th, 1-3 pm          

Washington Park, 840 W. Washington Ave, 

Sunnyvale 

SCVFA Mission Statement 
 

Santa Clara Valley Fiddlers Association 

(SCVFA) preserves traditional music genres 

that feature fiddle and other acoustic 

instruments.  SCVFA takes pride in 

“passing it on” to musicians and listeners 

of all ages and abilities. 
 

Diversity Statement 
 

SCVFA believes that our mission is fundamentally 

improved by diversity and inclusion.  SCVFA is at all 

times committed to providing an open, safe, and 

welcoming environment for all our members and 

guests.  We celebrate the varied abilities, ethnicities, 

sexualities, ages, gender identities, religions and 

cultural backgrounds of our community, and do not 

tolerate discrimination based upon these differences. 

Great 48 Jam, Jan 9-12 (2025), Bakersfield 

Marriott, Bakersfield, CA.  The big CBA winter 

indoor jamfest. 

Portland Old-Time Music Gathering, Jan 16-19, 

Portland, OR.  One of the major West Coast old-

time festivals.  Non-camping (downtown Portland). 

Jake Blount & Mali Obomsawin, Jan 16, 7 pm, 

Kuumbwa Jazz Center, Santa Cruz 

Shred Sesh, up-tempo onion jam, hosted by 

Skillet Licorice, Jan 18, 4 – 6 pm, Starry Plough, 

Berkeley 

NEW!! Old-time Tune Jam, Jan 21, 6 – 7:30 pm, 

Central Library Art & Music / 5th Floor, Berkeley 

Darol Anger and Bruce Molsky, Feb 16, 7:30 – 

9:30 pm, Hillside Club, Berkeley 

 

 

 

 

A few years ago, I moved to the Bay Area and on a tip from Robert Cornelious I attended my first SCVFA event. I was 
thrilled to find a like-minded community of musicians of various ages, backgrounds and musical styles. My goals on the 
board of the SCVFA are to encourage more youth to attend the events and become members of the organization, and to use 
my marketing background to make sure musicians in the Bay Area are aware of, and encouraged, to attend SCVFA events 
and become members. 
 

http://www.fiddlers.org/donate
http://www.fiddlers.org/donate
https://www.fiddlers.org/slow-jam-tunes
https://www.comtamthanh.biz/
https://californiabluegrass.org/cbaevent/great48/
https://bubbaville.org/gathering/
https://www.kuumbwajazz.org/calendar/jake-blount-mali-obomsawin/
https://www.berkeleypubliclibrary.org/events/old-time-tune-jam-hosted-berkeley-old-time-music-convention
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/hillside-echoes-presents-darol-anger-and-bruce-molsky-tickets-1107414770389
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/hillside-echoes-presents-darol-anger-and-bruce-molsky-tickets-1107414770389
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longer support a true dual approval 
workflow in either their online bill pay 
systems or when using paper checks. 

In cases where dual approval is still 
supported, account signers (owners) can still 
issue payments without requiring a second 
approval making the feature useless for us. 

B. Since we no longer require dual approvers, 
we can eliminate the requirement that two 
approvers can’t reside in the same household 
or be related by blood. 

C. The removal of the dual approver 
requirement allows SCVFA to use methods 
like Paypal, debit cards, Venmo, etc. that 
never supported dual approval. 

D. Add the requirement that authorized 
approvers are required to examine the 
“record of payments issued by the 
depositories” (e.g. account statements) at 
least once every two months.  The purpose of 
this is to ensure that approvers periodically 
log in to the online banking system.  This 
also makes it clear that account transaction 
records will be viewed by multiple people on 
an ongoing basis. 

E. Add the Secretary to the list of possible 
approvers because many banks now require 
the Secretary to be a signer on the account. 

F. Explicitly state that the Board can approve 
payments in advance and recurring 
payments. 

 
6. Restate the Membership Secretary 
responsibilities to support the use of modern 
electronic devices instead of paper  (Article 
5, Section I) 
 

A. Remove the requirement to bring a paper 
copy of the member directory to meetings to 
resolve membership issues. 

B. State a requirement to resolve membership 
issues. Leave “how” unspecified as an 
exercise for the Membership Secretary. 

C. Remove the requirement that the 
membership roster (if distributed) be sorted 
in alphabetical order. 

 
7. Allow the Board to fill a Trustee slot that is 
open because no one ran for office 
 
Article 4, Section B.1. What if no one wants to be a 
Trustee?  This change lets the Board keep the 
position open, appoint someone later, and requires 
that the appointed Trustee be approved by the 
membership at the next Annual Meeting. 
 

8.  Make electronic delivery the default for 
mail / electronic voting 
 
Article 4, Section B.4 (c) says that if we have to hold 
an election using mail / electronic delivery, the 
current bylaws set delivery and return of the ballots 
by mail as the default.  Members have to opt-in to 
electronic delivery. 
 
This change reverses that.  Electronic delivery is 
the new default for those with email (electronic) 
addresses, but members can opt-in to mail delivery 
/ voting if they prefer. 
 
9.  Make having paper copies of the 
newsletter at the jam optional instead of 
mandatory 
 
Article 5, Section J.2.  This change allows the 
Trustees to dictate whether we have printed copies 
at the jam, and if so, how many copies. 
 
10.  Change Bylaws Inspection Requirements 
to specify online access 
 
We want, and the bylaws require, members to be 
able to see (inspect) the bylaws.  Article 6, Section E 
currently does this by requiring the President keep 
a printed copy at their home (since we don’t have an 
office), so that any member can come to the 
President’s house and inspect the bylaws at “all 
reasonable times and office hours.”  This made 
sense in 1973 but doesn’t make sense today. 
 
The new version keeps the requirement that 
members must be able to inspect the bylaws at all 
reasonable hours.  But it also says that posting a 
copy on our website, or posting a copy in the cloud 
and publicizing the location of that copy once a year 
in the newsletter satisfies the requirement.  So 
Susan no longer has to live in fear of a horde of 
members descending on her house to read the 
bylaws       . 
 
On a more serious note, the Trustees are also now 
required to keep a personal copy of the bylaws 
(Article 4), so that we don’t lose the bylaws if the 
cloud melts down.  
 
11.  Remove a paragraph that was a cut-and-
paste copy and reference the original instead 
 
The paragraph in question is the last paragraph in 
Article 6, Section H. 
 
That’s it.  If you made it to the end, thanks for 
reading!!  This stuff is dry and dusty but it matters. 
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https://amweek.camp/
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