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President’s Note
d By Ray Chen

. Happy Holidays, everyone!! I
hope youre all having a
wonderful holiday season with
friends and family.

Attendance at the December jam and Holiday Pot
Luck was lighter than usual. We were worried that
maybe the potluck scared people off, but we now
think it’s likely that the holiday season affected
attendance. I was told that attendance was lighter
than usual at a bluegrass jam later that evening,
and we learned of holiday parties scheduled for later
that week.

Everyone had fun, though, and that’s what matters.

We are, however, sadly lacking pictures of the
potluck. Susan and I were both there and normally
both take pictures of everything. But we both were
enjoying the potluck so much that we both forgot to
take pictures!! Oops! We'll try to do better next year
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Our Annual Members Meeting i1s coming up in
February. We elect (or re-elect) two Trustees each
meeting. This year, Michelle Tan and Jennifer
Kitchen are standing for election for new 3-year
terms. Michelle has been a Trustee for 3 years, and
we recently invited Jennifer to join the Board. It’s
been a pleasure to work with both of them. You can
find short bios about them on page 4.

Patti Bossert is inviting any and all comers to a
Community Sing at the Quaker meeting house. This
will be a benefit to make the historic 1885 building
wheelchair accessible, as well as a chance to have
fun and build community. The Sing will be hosted
by the San Jose Friends (Quakers) and Karenna
Slade. See the flyer on page 5 for more details.

A number of SCVFA members have attended
different music camps where Greg and Jere Canote
have taught over the years. The Canotes are
identical twins who grew up in Cupertino but have
moved to the Seattle area and are wonderful
teachers. Over the years, they’ve become icons in the
West Coast old-time scene.

Patti Bossert has agreed
to lead a Canote Circle on
January 4th at 3:00 pm
where we can get together
to play some of the tunes
that SCVFA members
have learned over the
years. Recently the
Canotes have taught
tunes at Walker Creek
Music Camp including Liza Jane (G) from Marion
Reece (NC), Great Big Taters (G) from Eck
Robertson (TX), Gentleman of Virginia (G) from
Tommy Hunter (NC), and I'm Going to Have My
Mustache Blacked from Taylor Kimble (VA). Then
there's also old favorites which have gone around
the jam circles including The Old Hometown Band,
Sugar in My Coffee, Grey Eagle, Freedom's March,
River Stay Away From My Door, and many more!
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Sound recordings of the tunes may be found here. If
you're interested, check out the movie about them
here.

Unfortunately, I'll have to miss the festivities. I'm
on the East Coast right now visiting with family and
friends and I won’t be back until late January.

I hope you all have a Happy New Year, and I look
forward to seeing you in February!!

Future Playouts / Performances

We have numerous opportunities throughout the year.
For more info visit: https://www.fiddlers.org/open-band

Jan 11" — Mountain View Farmers Market, 9 — 1 pm
Feb 26™ — Oak Ridge Farmers Market, 9 — 1 pm
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The Santa Clara Valley Fiddlers Association is a non-profit member-
supported organization.

Donations to SCVFA are greatly appreciated and will assist in
keeping traditional music alive by passing it on to the next
generation.

Many local corporations offer matched donations for non-
profits. Check with your employer... they may offer this benefit.
You can easily add SCVFA as a 501(c)(3) organization;
our EIN is 51-0196154

Donate as you are able
and traditional music will reap the benefits.
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Fiddler’s Rag

SCVFA was founded in 1973 to support fiddling
but supports and welcomes musicians other than
fiddlers. The image to the right side of the
Fiddler’s Rag name on the first page includes a
mandolin, a banjo, a guitar and a fiddle, to
1llustrate the diversity of instruments played at
our jams and events.
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KAMIMOTO

STRING INSTRUMENTS

“Fiddles
for
Every Style...”

o New & Old
Instruments

o R@pa ire &
Restorations

* One-hour bow
rehairing (by appt.)

* Rentails: Violin,
Viola, Cello, Bass

Hours: Mon-5at 10:00 - 5:20

[408] 298-8168

www.kamimotostrings.com

609 North Fourth Street
San Jose, CA 95112

[600] 892-3199
Fax: [408] 296-6198
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SCVFA Happenings

( SCVFA Mission Statement \

Santa Clara Valley Fiddlers Association
(SCVFA) preserves traditional music genres
that feature fiddle and other acoustic
instruments. SCVFA takes pride in
*passing it on”’ to musicians and listeners

K of all ages and abilities. )

( Diversity Statement \

SCVFA believes that our mission is fundamentally
improved by diversity and inclusion. SCVFA is at all
times committed to providing an open, safe, and
welcoming environment for all our members and
guests. We celebrate the varied abilities, ethnicities,
sexualities, ages, gender identities, religions and
cultural backgrounds of our community, and do not
Qlerate discrimination based upon these differences. )

First Sunday Jam: January 4t 1:00 to 5:00
pm at Hoover Middle School. Suggested
donation: $5.00 — more or less as you are able.
Click here to donate online.

Old-Time Jam: 1(ish) — 5 pm

Intermediate Bluegrass Jam: 1:30 — 5 pm
led by Robert Cornelius.

Slow jam: 1:30-2:30 pm — Tunes are
available on the SCVFA website.

Canote Brothers Tune Circle: 3 — 4 pm
led by Patti Bossert (see first page for
more information).

“AFTERS” Join us at Five Guys
1250 The Alameda, San Jose.

3rd Sunday Jam: January 18t, 1-3 pm
Washington Park, 840 West Washington Ave.,
Sunnyvale, near the corner of S. Pastoria
Ave. (rain cancels this jam)

Great 48, January 15 — 18. Bluegrass (and some
old-time) hotel jamming festival. Bakersfield
Marriott & Convention Center, Bakersfield, CA.

Portland Old-Time Music Gathering, Jan 15-18.
Featuring Alice Gerrard, Jeron Paxton, Cookhouse,
Bobby Winstead & The Long Goodbyes, Caleb
Klauder & Reeb Williams, and more. Portland, OR.

(Mostly) Old-Time Jam, Mondays, 7-9 pm.
Unitarian Universalist Church of Palo Alto.
Requested donation — $2 — $4. Email banjoclarka
[at] yahoo.com for more details.

Dom Flemons, Feb 13, 8 pm. Award-winning
American Songster. The Freight, Berkeley.

Wintergrass, February 19 -- 22. Bluegrass &
roots music concert and jamming festival. Danny
Paisley & Southern Grass, Woody Platt & The
Bluegrass Gentlemen, Melissa Carper, Bruce
Molsky & Brittany Haas, Jerron Paxton, Vasen,
and more. Hyatt Regency Bellevue, Seattle, WA.

Walker Creek Music Camp, April 23-26.
Instructors posted. Registration opens noon Feb 9
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December Slow Jam (Ray Chen)
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Board of Trustees — Candidate Biographies

The SCVFA Annual Members Meeting will be held at the February jam. As usual, we will be electing two
Trustees. This year, seats 1 and 2 will be open for election. Zakkai Melamed, who currently is in seat 1,
moved away recently, so he’s stepping down and will not run for re-election. Michelle Tan currently holds
seat 2. The Board of Trustees has nominated Jennifer Kitchen to run for seat 1 to replace Zakkai and
Michelle Tan to run for re-election in seat 2. We asked Jennifer to step into an open slot a few months ago
and Michelle was elected to the Board three years ago. They both bring valuable insight, perspective, and
energy, and are a pleasure to work with. We hope you all agree.

Jennifer Kitchen

Hello, my name is Jennifer Kitchen. I have always loved singing and playing
music, in school and in church, growing up in Indiana. Later I played guitar
and sang classic Country songs. I was introduced to Bluegrass music about
30 years ago and was immediately drawn to it — the stories told, the close
harmonies, the high, lonesome sound. I started my own band, Kitchen Help,
in 2005, which was together for 10 years. After that I was in the all-woman
band Pearly Blue. I currently play the upright bass in the Dark Hollow
Bluegrass Band. I also host a country music radio show on KFJC, (89.7fm or
kfjc.org) on Mondays, 10 am to 2 pm; my air name is Sally Goodin.

I am running for the Board of Directors of the SCVFA to help spread the word
to Bluegrass players about this organization. The Fiddler’s is a wonderful
organization that has been promoting acoustic music for over 50 years. I will
work to expand their reach in the music community.

I grew up studying classical music and not really listening to or playing anything
else. I played in the Boston Philharmonic Youth Orchestra for 4 years and played
in the MIT symphony orchestra for 4 years. I was always really drawn to being
able to find a strong community of people to play music with.

But at the same time, I started finding musical interests outside of classical
music. After playing in a couple pit orchestras, I grew to love musical theater. In
college I got to play in one of Jacob Collier's album releases and it really inspired
me to meet so many people who were pas sionate about mixing musical genres.
I'm constantly discovering music that I really should have heard about before.
After discovering the music of Natalie MacMaster, Mark O'Connor, Michael
Cleveland, Chris Thile, etc. during the pandemic I really wanted to get more into
learning how to fiddle but before finding the SCVFA it was hard to get started
and stay motivated.

I stumbled upon a SCVFA jam after moving to the bay area and googling around. The group has been super
welcoming in teaching me about fiddle music, and I love getting to learn tunes from people every month.
It's really such a friendly and welcoming community and I've learned a whole ton since joining. I want to
help keep the community going strong.
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Community Sing with Karenna Slade
All Voices Welcome!
Sunday, January 25 at 1 pm

What: Sing songs of peace and community (folk, pop, blues), do rounds,
and improvise vocals led by Karenna Slade. Feel free to bring an instrument
or a song to share. Handheld percussion instruments are especially welcome
for improvisation. Karenna may share a couple of her original songs.

Where: 1041 Morse St., San Jose 95126, hosted by San Jose Friends
(Quakers) in their historic building, sanjosefriends.org

When: Sunday, Jan. 25, starts at 1pm and lasts for 90 minutes

Why: This is a benefit event to make the historic 1885 Quaker meeting
house wheelchair accessible — and to have fun and build community.

Limited Seating: Get tickets in advance at community-sing.eventbrite.com
($23.18) to ensure entry. If space is available, admission at the door is $20
or what you can pay (cash preferred).

Singer/songwriter Karenna Slade, a
performer and creativity coach from Sonoma
County, brings her ukulele and exuberant
energy to San Jose for this Community Sing.

Karenna has studied voice, musical theater,
improv, clowning, and burlesque. Her original
music is feminist, bold, and body positive.
She has been the front woman of the all-
female rock raunch band Snail Trail and a
longtime member of San Francisco's
infamous clown drag dance troupe, Fou Fou
Ha! Hear her on Youtube, on Spotify, and at
www.karennaslade.com

EXARENNA SLADE

Questions? Details at tinyurl.com/FriendsPerform. Visit sanjosefriends.org.
Email sanjosequakers@gmail.com. Learn about our historic building’s 140th
anniversary year celebrations at sanjosefriends.org/140th.



https://sanjosefriends.org/140th
https://community-sing.eventbrite.com/
https://www.facebook.com/snailtrailmusic/
https://foufouha.net/
https://foufouha.net/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zz10ARUe_PA&list=RDZz10ARUe_PA&start_radio=1
https://karennaslade.com/#video
https://tinyurl.com/FriendsPerform
https://sanjosefriends.org/
mailto:SanJoseQuakers@gmail.com
https://sanjosefriends.org/140th

December Pictures
By Ray Chen
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SCVFA
P.O. Box 390235
Mountain View, CA 94039-0235

Next Jam:
Sunday January 4t
1-5 pm at Hoover Middle School

The SCVFA Jam is held on the first Sunday of the month. Damaged or Missing Issue? Call us,
Location: Hoover Middle School cafeteria and grounds.
1474 Naglee Ave., San Jose. The school is at the corner of
Naglee and Park. Cafeteria parking is on the Naglee side.

or email to: newsletter [at] fiddlers.org
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