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President’s Note 
 By Ray Chen 
 

Hello, SCVFA!!    

 

Summer’s here and so are the 

Rose Garden Jams!  The Slow 

Jam and Old-Time Jam will 

happen as usual.  Jennifer Kitchen will also be 

leading the Basic Bluegrass Jam.  There will be a 

Bluegrass Jam, but Robert Cornelius will be away 

until we return to Hoover.  The Swing Jam is also 

on hold, as Matt Small can’t lead it this month.  I’ll 

be out of town in July, but I hope you’ll be there! 

 

SCVFA made its presence known at Grass Valley.  

We had a booth in the main stage area, so the folks 

staffing the booth could listen to the shows.  Susan 

Goodis reports: 

 

We all spoke to many people who are from the 

Bay area and those from beyond. We handed out 

Slippery Hill wooden nickels to as many people 

as we could and shared SCVFA stickers with 

those local to the Bay area. About 15 people 

added their names to our email notification list. 

 

We displayed the slow jam sign with the jam 

times of 1:30 to 2:30. Many people were asking 

where we were going to meet to hold this slow 

jam. Although we didn't do it over Father's Day 

weekend, we plan to hold slow jams at other 

festivals. There are always many people who 

wish to have a community to play music with, 

but cannot attain the same tempo as the more 

experienced players. 

 

Amazing music at multiple stages filled the 

entire weekend. At lunch and dinner breaks, 

various workshops were available. 

 

Evenings boasted high energy jamming in the 

campground. I camped on Old Time Hill and 

there was always a good jam happening.  To 

give everybody sustenance during the long 

evenings, the hot dog 

stand opened at 11:00 

p.m.  You could see 

dust rising further 

ahead and hear music 

for the square dancing 

that started at 

midnight.   

 

The slow jam sign was a happy accident.  Now that 

we know people want slow jams, we can do them at 

other festivals to support the community and 

promote SCVFA. 

 

Many thanks to Liz Alsop, John Alsop, Kathy Lyons, 

Cindy Dinga, Blane Eisenberg, Steve Goldfield, and 

Susan Goodis for working the booth!!  Thanks also 

to Susan and Jennifer Kitchen for organizing it! 

(Yours truly helped pushed the paperwork through.) 

 

Speaking of festivals, there’s another festival 

coming up in early August, the Good Old Fashioned 

Bluegrass Festival.  There will be old-time and 

bluegrass, and in many ways, it’s the polar opposite 

of Grass Valley.  It’s small and intimate as opposed 

to being at a festival with 4,000 people, and it’s also 

close (just south of Hollister).  Bands with SCVFA 

members playing the main stage include Bay Area 

Special, Dark Hollow, New Acoustic Collective, and 

The Corn Likkers.  Bay Area Special just played the 

main stage at Grass Valley as a California Showcase 
(continued on page 3) 
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The Fiddler’s Rag is published monthly by the Santa Clara Valley Fiddlers Association 

and is provided to members of the Association. The Santa Clara Valley Fiddlers 

Association (SCVFA), founded in 1973 in San Jose, California, is a nonprofit, volunteer-
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To join, sign up at the jam or see www.fiddlers.org/join-the-scvfa 
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Mail:  SCVFA, P.O. Box 390235, Mountain View, CA 94039-0235  

Email to   Ray Chen:  president [at] fiddlers.org 

Jennifer Kitchen:  vp [at] fiddlers.org 

Susan Goodis:  performances [at] fiddlers.org 

Newsletter Submissions & Comments: newsletter [at] fiddlers.org 

Address changes: membership [at] fiddlers.org 

Website:  www.fiddlers.org 

Copyright 2026, Santa Clara Valley Fiddlers Association 

The Santa Clara Valley Fiddlers Association is a non-profit member-

supported organization. 
 

Donations to SCVFA are greatly appreciated and will assist in 

keeping traditional music alive by passing it on to the next 

generation. 
 

Many local corporations offer matched donations for non-

profits.   Check with your employer... they may offer this benefit. 

You can easily add SCVFA as a 501(c)(3) organization;  

our EIN is 51-0196154 
 

Donate as you are able  

and traditional music will reap the benefits. 

--------------- 

SCVFA was founded in 1973 to support fiddling 

but supports and welcomes musicians other than 

fiddlers.  The image to the right side of the 

Fiddler’s Rag name on the first page includes a 

mandolin, a banjo, a guitar and a fiddle, to 

illustrate the diversity of instruments played at 

our jams and events. 

 

  

 

http://www.fiddlers.org/join-the-scvfa
http://www.fiddlers.org/
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SCVFA Happenings 
 

 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  

SCVFA Mission Statement 
 

Santa Clara Valley Fiddlers Association 

(SCVFA) preserves traditional music genres 

that feature fiddle and other acoustic 

instruments.  SCVFA takes pride in 

“passing it on” to musicians and listeners 

of all ages and abilities. 
 

Diversity Statement 
 

SCVFA believes that our mission is fundamentally 

improved by diversity and inclusion.  SCVFA is at all 

times committed to providing an open, safe, and 

welcoming environment for all our members and 

guests.  We celebrate the varied abilities, ethnicities, 

sexualities, ages, gender identities, religions and 

cultural backgrounds of our community, and do not 

tolerate discrimination based upon these differences. 

SF Free Folk Festival, Saturday, July 11.  Band 

Concourse, Golden Gate Park, Schedule includes: 

11 am – Cajun/Creole Music Workshop              

noon – Old-Time Fiddle Workshop (Lael Sigal)        

4 pm – Old-Time Jam (Tony Phillips & friends)       

5 pm – Quebecois tunes (David Brown & friends) 

FREE OT Jam and Square Dance,  July 23, 5:30 

pm Jam / 7 pm dance, Santa Cruz.  Cheeta 

Boom Chuck w/ Regi Jones calling.  Woodhouse 

Blending & Brewing, 119 Madrone Street.  

Donations suggested. 

Good Old-Fashioned Bluegrass Festival,       

August 6–9,  San Benito County Historical Park, 

Tres Pinos.   

Golden Old-Time Campout, Aug 20 – 23,  Camp 

Russian River, Guerneville. 

Berkeley Old-Time Music Convention, Sept 16-

20.  Alice Gerrard w/ Reed Stuz & Suzy Thompson, 

Justin Robinson (original Carolina Chocolate Drop) 

w/ Aaron Cooper, Forty Drop Few, Joseph Decosimo 

& Stephanie Coleman, Brandon Godman, & more. 

 

 

 

(continued from page 1) 

band, and the other bands have all played Vern’s 
Stage at Grass Valley. Email Susan (performances 
[at] fiddlers.org) if you’d like to help with the 
SCVFA booth!  Free and/or discounted admission 
will be provided for those who work enough hours.  
There’s also the Golden Old-Time Campout coming 
up for those who like camping and old-time jams. 
 
Finally, I want to thank James Stricker, Nic 
LeCuyer, Victor Corsiglia, Barb Corsiglia, Kathy 
Jung, Vicki Parrish, Michael Robinson, Cindy 
Dinga, and Susan Goodis for representing SCVFA 
at San Jose’s Make Music Day.  They brought 
music to San Jose at Paseo de San Antonio and 
History Park.  We weren’t compensated for these – 
it was just SCVFA giving back to the community.  
Thank you all for making it happen! 
 
That’s all for now!  Enjoy the holiday weekend, and 
I look forward to seeing you when I’m back in 
August!   

First Sunday Jam:  July 5th 1:00 to 5:00 pm at 

the San Jose Municipal Rose Garden.     

1649 Naglee Ave. at Garden Dr. in San Jose.  

Suggested donation:  $5.00 – more or less as you 

are able. Click here to donate online. 

 

Old-Time Jam:  1 – 5 pm 

Bluegrass & Open Jams:  1(ish) – 5 pm 

Slow jam: 1:30-2:30 pm – Tunes are 

available on the SCVFA website. 

Basic Bluegrass Jam:  1:30 – 3 pm                    

led by Jennifer Kitchen.  Songbook and 

more info are on the SCVFA website. 

“AFTERS” Join us at Chipotle Mexican 

Grill, 975 The Alameda, San Jose 

3rd Sunday Jam: July 19th, 1-3 pm               

San Jose Municipal Rose Garden,                

1649 Naglee Ave. at Garden Dr. in San Jose 

SCVFA at Paseo de San Antonio – Susan Goodis, Vicki Parrish, James 

Stricker, Michael Robinson, Cindy Dinga, Nic LeCuyer, Kathy Jung (l-r) 

https://www.showman.org/jams/oti/
https://sffolkfest.org/
https://www.woodhousebrews.com/events/2025/11/6/-square-dancing-wnina-berry-amp-someones-in-the-kitchen-f7bed
https://www.google.com/maps?sca_esv=41b89af58d2c79a8&output=search&q=woodhouse+brewing&source=lnms&fbs=ABfTbFVyMZGZf1hfvX9uKjN_-G8cTs4PJElQ4Z4ROUfAdKhH1s1TzWjRqm_NBkfHz-gLe8PwsNEEDTn6x1hajjzth4V1g31YpXJVILZX1ZXeIvRQLoR_v-5cSFOacKT1KZeorZXc7wWJL165urWl0oHC5d2Gt-kCWUtWC28AmFAsmWtoJLNvr660nF6zF-DfgwX8EBwqgsMOIu_86a2VaqHRHe7QLdY_8Q&entry=mc&ved=1t:200715&ictx=111
https://www.google.com/maps?sca_esv=41b89af58d2c79a8&output=search&q=woodhouse+brewing&source=lnms&fbs=ABfTbFVyMZGZf1hfvX9uKjN_-G8cTs4PJElQ4Z4ROUfAdKhH1s1TzWjRqm_NBkfHz-gLe8PwsNEEDTn6x1hajjzth4V1g31YpXJVILZX1ZXeIvRQLoR_v-5cSFOacKT1KZeorZXc7wWJL165urWl0oHC5d2Gt-kCWUtWC28AmFAsmWtoJLNvr660nF6zF-DfgwX8EBwqgsMOIu_86a2VaqHRHe7QLdY_8Q&entry=mc&ved=1t:200715&ictx=111
https://gofbluegrassfest.com/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/San+Benito+County+Historical+Park/@36.7733509,-121.313285,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x8092191fbce4d5b7:0x4c8240e11e1ecb1b!8m2!3d36.7733509!4d-121.3107101!16s%2Fg%2F1tjfh25w!5m1!1e1?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI2MDYyOC4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://californiabluegrass.org/cbaevent/golden-old-time-campout/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Camp+Russian+River/@38.4983673,-122.998921,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m9!3m8!1s0x808421569a7394e9:0x8b119733a9efe9bc!5m2!4m1!1i2!8m2!3d38.4983673!4d-122.9963461!16s%2Fg%2F11tg7vlznq!5m1!1e1?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI2MDYyOC4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Camp+Russian+River/@38.4983673,-122.998921,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m9!3m8!1s0x808421569a7394e9:0x8b119733a9efe9bc!5m2!4m1!1i2!8m2!3d38.4983673!4d-122.9963461!16s%2Fg%2F11tg7vlznq!5m1!1e1?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI2MDYyOC4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://www.berkeleyoldtimemusic.org/
https://maps.app.goo.gl/R9izZqFfCcLKFToMA
http://www.fiddlers.org/donate
https://www.fiddlers.org/slow-jam-tunes/
https://www.fiddlers.org/basic-bluegrass-jam/
https://locations.chipotle.com/ca/san-jose/975-the-alameda
https://locations.chipotle.com/ca/san-jose/975-the-alameda
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Chipotle+Mexican+Grill/@37.3331635,-121.9205803,15z/data=!4m10!1m2!2m1!1sChipotle!3m6!1s0x808fcb5dc844f617:0x1df885af969241b4!8m2!3d37.3319068!4d-121.9086599!15sCghDaGlwb3RsZSIDiAEBWgoiCGNoaXBvdGxlkgEUZmFzdF9mb29kX3Jlc3RhdXJhbnTgAQA!16s%2Fg%2F1w8wb7t2!5m1!1e1?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI2MDYyOC4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://maps.app.goo.gl/R9izZqFfCcLKFToMA


Page 4 Fiddler’s Rag July 2026 

 

June Pictures 
By Ray Chen 

SCVFA at History Park – Vic Corsiglia, Kathy Jung, Barb Corsiglia, Vicki Parrish, Michael Robinson, Nic LeCuyer, James Stricker (l-r) 



   
    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Damaged or Missing Issue?  Call us, 

or email to: newsletter [at] fiddlers.org 

Next Jam:   
Sunday July 5th     

1-5 pm at Rose Garden Park 
See Map on the left and other info on pages 1 and 3 

 
Santa Clara 

Valley 
Fiddlers 
Association 

P.O. Box 2666 
Cupertino, CA 

95015-2666 

SCVFA 
P.O. Box 390235 
Mountain View, CA 94039-0235 
 

Directions to  
San Jose Municipal  
Rose Garden Park 

 

Bay Area Special playing the Main Stage at Grass Valley – Danny “Hootenanny” Clark, Phil Cornish, Ruby Davis, Elijah Chen, Ryan Triolo (l-r) 

SCVFA Booth at Grass Valley - Ray Chen, Susan Goodis, Liz Alsop, John Alsop (l-r) 


